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Challenge to the Riddle of Solar Flares
—To what extent did Yohkoh resolve solar
flares 7—

Kazunari SHIBATA (National Astronomical Observa-
lory)

Abstract : Since its launch on August 30, 1991, the solar
X-ray observing satellite Yohkoh has been successfully
observing the Sun and obtained data of more than 1000
flares.

From extensive analysis of these vast amount of data,
the riddle of flares has begun to be solved. Yohkoh
data has finally given us various evidence supporting
the magnetic reconnection hypothesis, which has been
considered to be a promising model for flares but has
often been questioned due to the lack of clear observa-
tional evidence.
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