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CMO Mars Observations during the Second Half of November 2007
from 16 November (348°Ls) to 30 November 2007 (356°Ls)

2007 5+ — A & 3 (16 Nov~ 30 Nov) ® K £ T #i -8/
BH OB X-#Ek &C
Masatsugu MINAMI & Masami MURAKAMI

HE planet Mars will be closest to the Earth on 18/19 December (A=005°Ls) and at opposition on 24

December (A=008°Ls). Since the observable time is now quite elongated, we publish the CMO
fortnightly for a while. The planet became stationary on 15 Nov at Gemini, and has become to rise earlier,
and so we should say we have become busy. But unfortunately the weather condition here at the rear
side of the Japan islands continues to be very dismal, while a fine sky visits frequently at the side which
faces to the Pacific Ocean, though we hear the seeing condition remains poor there. Furthermore the
planet soon rises up to the zenith and it is hard for the refractor users like us to observe when the
condition is supposed to be better. It is still not easy to decipher the dark marking network of the
Martian surface since the whole surface has been affected widely by the spread of the sedimentation of
the Noachis storm sands. However the apparent diameter rapidly rose from 0=13.7" to 15.1", and the
phase angle also rapidly decreased from 1= 29° to 20° during this period. The central latitude was around
¢=7°N to 6°N. The Martian season was just before the northern spring equinox. The tilt on 9 December at
A=000°Ls is ¢ = 4.3°N.
SRS + ZH 1318/19Dec® fe 53T, 24Decd i &l x . BRHIMH & R < 25006, Al LA &
EOW|E LT D, IBNoviCHE L7220 | KEEFHFENGHEEN., HBARI 2D REZ L R0,
REFEER OV, FICAETVODEBRABRRIZIEBEOZ LN Z V., RERL Y —A »7ITE
END0E D0, BIZ, KEREADZ ST T, AROEEERNRE > TELY, &KV LIS, H
CREIZRL>TL 50T, BHOLIICETTITIEERLLDOTH D,
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L, RICEKZFEOCTE 2, FHibA=357LsE TlAH, LOFEFFAITH D, T IRAMEEGIT7N H6°N
TINND T2 5, 9DecDFRE, ¢=43°NTh 5,

AR The observations contributed this time are as follows: A total of 39 observers sent us their
observations. S E DO EITK DK TH 5, 394 TEHN, TN THANEDLY D D,
ADELAAR, Jan Y>*757—)V (JAd) E1E# Arnhem, Nederland
2 Colour Images (29/30 November 2007) f/50®23cm SCT with a DMK21AF
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AKUTSU, Tomio PJA#E BFR (Ak) % Cebu, the Philippines

2 Sets of RGB + 2 IR Images (30 November 2007)  f/50®20cm SCT with a DMK21AF04
AMADORI, Vittorio 7 4Yk)F 7RV (VAm) 3z KFl Soiano del Lago, Italia

1 Set of RGB + 2 IR Images (29/30 November 2007) 27cm speculum with Vesta Pro
ARDITTIL, David AV 4YR+7 —74vF (DAr) 3 Stag Lane, Edgware, UK

3 Sets of Images (16, 17* November 2007) 28cm SCT/36cm* SCT with a SKYnyx 2-0
BOSMAN, Richard V¥ ¥)V b RAX Y (RBs) 27 # Enschede, Nederland

1 Set of RGB + 1 Colour Images (18, 27 November 2007) f/50®28cm SCT with an ATK-2HS
CASQUINHA, Paulo X0+ HA¥ =% (PCq) ## 4 Republica Portuguesa

2 Sets of RGB Images (23, 29 November 2007) f/44®36cm SCT with a SKYnyx 2-0M
DELCROIX, Marc = )NVZ7F)270a7 (MDc) :E Tournefeuille, France

2 Sets of RGB + 2 IR Images (17, 18 November 2007) f/58®25cm SCT with SKYnyx 2-0M
DICKINSON, William H E)V 74XV (WDc) #Eedi Glen Allen, VA, USA

1 Set of R(G)B Images (21 November 2007) 20cm SCT with a DMK21AF04 AS
DUPONT, Xavier ZH¥Y4L+F 2R (XDp) 5 Saint Roch, France

3 Colour + 1 B Images (17, 28 November 2007)  f/53®18cm speculum with a ToUcam Pro I
FLANAGAN, William D E)V*75F# > (WFI) tE5peli- k87 Houston, TX, USA

3 Sets of RGB Images (27 November 2007) 1/36®36cm SCT with a Lu075M
GHOMIZADEH, Sadegh #5777 «d3I¥5 (SGh) % -1%2H Tehran, Iran

3 Colour + 1 B Images (16, 19, 27 November 2007) f/37®28cm SCT with a ToUcam Pro III
GORCZYNSKY, Peter &'—h )V F 2 AF— (PGe) HEEMH Oxford, CT, USA

6 Sets of RGB + 5 IR Images (17, 24, 25, 30 November 2007)
f/42®18cm Mak-Cass with a DMK21AF04

HANCOCK, Ian R A7 N ay7 (IHn) 35Kk 450E Canterbury, UK

1 Colour + 1 R Images (21 October: 17 November 2007) f/30®25cm SCT with a Lu075M
HEFFNER, Robert @3—he~\ 7} — (RHf) % & Nagoya, Aichi, Japan

1 Colour Image (16 November 2007) 28cm SCT with a DMK21AF04
HIDALGO-TORTOSA, Emilio 3IY# ¥ )V I (EHA) 73 La Carolina, Jaén, Espafia

2 Colour Images (18, 19 November 2007) f/44®30cm Dall-Kirkham, ToUcam Pro
KOWOLLIK, Silvia ¥ V47 «av#+vY> (SKw) £ Ludwigsburg, Deutchland

1 Set of RGB + 1 IR Images (29 November 2007) f/40®20cm spec with Videomodul SK 1004-X
KUMAMORI, Teruaki R&#F H8BH (Km) i Sakai, Osaka, Japan

9 Colour Images (16*, 22, ~24, 30 November 2007)
f/70®20cm Dall-Kirkham with a DMK21AF04&DFK21AF04/ToUcam Pro*

LAWRENCE, Pete ¥—he0—L >R (PLw) ¥ Selsey, WS, UK
1 Set of RGB CCD Images (22/23 November 2007) f167®36cm SCT with a SKYnyx2-0M
MAKSYMOWICZ, Stanislas R¥ = A5 R+ 7V €T 4vF (SMk) 4B Ecquevilly, France
2 Sets of Drawings (23, 27 November 2007) 270x, 200%, 133x10cm refractor
MELILLO, Frank ] 73> %7+AUvyn (FMI) #i#% Holtsville, NY, USA
2 Colour Images (21, 24 November 2007) 25cm SCT with a ToUcam pro II
MINAMI, Masatsugu B§ B & (Mn) &) Fukui, Fukui, Japan

17 Drawings (16, 23, 29 November 2007) 300, 400x20cm Goto ED refractor*
*Fukui City Observatory f& i B 8% 5 ¥ i K L =%

MORITA, Yukio ZEH 17t (Mo) + A1 Hatsuka-ichi, Hiroshima, Japan
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1 Set of RGB+ 1 IR Images (23 November 2007) 25cm spec with a Lu075M
MURAKAMI, Masami # L B2 (Mk) %% Fujisawa, Kanagawa, Japan
12 Drawings (19, 23, ~25 November 2007)  320x20cm F/8 speculum
NAKAJIMA, Takashi ¥ & % (Nj) #&Jf Fukui, Fukui, Japan

11 Drawings (16, 29 November 2007) 300, 400x20cm Goto ED refractor*
* Fukui City Observatory & J i H 28 2 M B b RS0 22

NARITA, Hiroshi B H & (Nr) Jiliii Kawasaki, Kanagawa, Japan

4 Drawings (16, 17, 23 November 2007)  400x20cm Astro ED refractor
NISHITA, Akinori FEH B8 (Ns) »b 5 Awara, Fukui, Japan

1 Set of RGB Images (23 November 2007) 30cm spec with a Lu075M
PARKER, Donald C R/ «23—%— (DPk) {2 - #f7% Miami, FL, USA

2 Sets of RGB Images (22 November 2007) f/47®41cm F/6 spec with a SKYnyx 2-0M
PEACH, Damian A 537 Y +¥—F (DPc) #:# Loudwater, Buckinghamshire, UK

12 Sets of RGB Images (16, 17 November 2007)  f/40®36cm SCT with a SKYnyx 2-0M

PELLIER, Christophe ZYAFZ«RYxL (CPIl) i:H Seine-St-Denis, France

4 Sets of RGB +1 R + 5 IR CCD Images (16, 18, 24, 28 November 2007)
1/41, 42, 52®25cm Cassegrain with a SKYnyx 2-0M

PHILLIPS, Jim Y XA<74YYF A (JPh) i F#%# Charleston, SC, USA

1 Colour Image (17 November 2007) f/27®20cm F/9 TMB with an ATiK Color
SALWAY, Mike 9427 VA (MSI) #rrd@i i Central Coast, NSW, Australia

1 Set of RGB Images (28 November 2007) 31cm speculum with a DMK21AF04
SANCHEZ, Jestis R NAR ¥ F xR (JS¢) FEiF -Ffi% K Cérdova, Espana

5 Colour Images (23, 27/28, 30 November 2007) 26cm Mak-Cass with a DMK21AF04 AS
SHARP, lan A7 *¥%—7 (ISp) ## Ham, West Sussex, UK

1 Set of RGB + 1 Colour Images (16, 24 November 2007) f/55®28cm SCT with a SKYnyx 2-0M

SOLDEVILLA-GONZALEZ, José Antonio
T=7rb=F INTE—F=0L YL RA(JSd) i 4 Canyelles, nr Barcelona, Espana

1 Set of RGB + 1 Colour + 4 B&W Images (18, 25, 29, 30 November 2007)
25cm (F/5) spec with a RCA plug camera

TATUM, Randy > F4F—¥ A (RTm) #5585+ Richmond, VA, USA
1 Colour Image (21 November 2007) 25cm spec with a ToUcam Pro
TYLER, David &¥—%+¥# 45— (DTy) #:# Flackwell Heath, Buckinghamshire, UK

2 Sets of RGB + 2 Colour Images (16, 17 November 2007)
f/50®36cm SCT with a SKYnyx 2-0 & Lu075M

WALKER, Sean ¥a—y «U#—X— (SWk) #i%4iZ Chester, NH, USA

1 Set of RGB + 1 IR Images (19 November 2007) 32cm speculum with a DMK21AF04 AS
WARREN, Joel YVax)b«ux—L> (JWn) ##7pE#li Amarillo, TX, USA

1 Set of RGB Images (18 November 2007) 20cm SCT (® 2x Barlow) with a DBK21AF04 AS
ZURTUZA, Ignacio }Fa+RA)NVb»¥ (NZr) Wi 5 La Fresneda, Asturias, Espafa

2 Sets of RGB + 5 Colour + 2 IR Images (16, 18, 29, 30 November)
1130, 45, 50®28cm SCT with a DMK21AF04

SRR a) The NPH/NPC: The north polar hood (nph) is now at the fading mode, but has been still ac-
tive. However, as was discussed in the preceding issue, the outer ring of the north polar cap (npc) looks
to be stationary to the north of the Gyndes line ®=55°N: Following the previous observations, the stabi-

lized outer ring is visible seen through a uniform and thin nph on PEACH (DPc)'s images and TYLER
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(DTy)'s ones on 16 Nov (A=348°Ls) at w=212°W~264°W, and at w=241°W~267°W respectively. Otherwise
see images on 18 Nov (A=349°Ls) of DELCROIX (MDc) at w=202°W, of HIDALGO (EHd) at w=213°W, on
19 Nov (A=350°Ls) of EHd at w=196°W: All show the outer ring beneath the nph. The interesting images
by CASQUINHA (PCq) on 23 Nov (A=352°Ls) at w=236°W also show the plain npc against the wild nph
which is slightly described in a different tint. FLANAGAN (WFI)'s images on 27 Nov (A=354°Ls) at
w=221°W, 226°W, 231°W also show the outer ring. The interesting activity of the nph is seen, in addition
to the abovementioned PCq's and WFI's images, on MDc's images at w=215°W and GORCZYNSKI (PGc)'s
images at w=298°W and PHILLIPS (JPh)'s image at w=326°W on 17 Nov (A=349°Ls): the first one shows
the activity at the morning Utopia and the latter two at the morning M Acidalium. WALKER (SWk)'s im-
ages on 19 Nov (A=350°Ls) at w=268°W describe a rich nph aspect showing an evening cloud at Utopia.
See also DICKINSON (WDc)'s, TATUM (RTm)'s abd MELILLO (FMI)'s images on 21 Nov (A=351°Ls) at
w=232°W, w=256°W and w=259°W respectively. PARKER produced a quite expressive nph on 22 Nov
(A=351°Ls) at w=242°W, 251°W. The aforementioned PCg's images on 23 Nov follows next. PGc's images
on 24 Nov (A=352°Ls) at w=237°W, 241°W, and on 25 Nov (A=353°Ls) at w=243°W also show the wildness
of the nph at the Utopia area. Apart from the npc area, the morning nph is shown on SOLDEVILLA
(JSd)'s image on 25 Nov (A=353°Ls) at w=127°W, or on SALWAY (MSI)'s on 28 Nov (A=354°Ls) at
w=334°W. PCq's images on 29 Nov (A=355°Ls) at w=116°W also show a strong cloud at the morning side,
and also on SANCHEZ (JSc)'s image on 30 Nov (A=355°Ls) at w=088°W the morning mist is thick. On the
day PGc's at w=182°W shows a strong Utopia morning cloud. It should be noted that on the PGc's images
there is shot a dusty-like streak from the npr to the east of Propontis I. Unfortunately no observations in
the US at other times and dates are known however. On the other hand, to the north of the big M
Acidalium near the CM, the nph seems to have been weaker. See the images of MORITA (Mo),
KUMAMORI (Km) and NISHITA (Ns) on 23 Nov (A=352°Ls) at w=357°W, w=017°W&024°W, and at
w=024°W respectively. On the day one of us (Mn) watched from w=325°W to w=014°W (no more because
the planet was too high up) but the nph was not so conspicuous. Another of us (Mk) observed from
w=350°W to w=029°W while the intensity of the nph was 1 and the inside somewhere was slightly shad-
owy. b) A White Patch near Alba Patera: On 29 Nov (A=355°Ls) at w=116°W, PCq clearly caught a burst
of a white cloud at around (QQ=095°W~100°W, ®=40°N~45°N) to the east of Alba Patera (Q=110°W,
®=40°N). This was succeedingly caught by KOWOLLIK (SKw) at w=128°W. Since it showed up in B, it
was something related with the nph, but might have been slightly entangled with a dust. One rotation
after, AMADOLI (VAm) and ADELAAR (JAd) caught it again on the morning side with a blurred vapour
at w=065°W, and w=070°W&081°W respectively. About one hour later on 30 Nov (A=355°Ls) |Sc showed a
light patch more inside at w=088°W: it showed a width Q= 100°W~120°W, but no B image is accompa-
nied, so that the vapour ingredient is unknown. If this is related with the dust swirl at the morning side,
it may be also seen on 27/28 Nov (A=353°Ls) on JSc's images at w=092°W, 110°W, as well as on PELLIER
(CPI)'s at w=106°W, 116°W, and so the symptom must have occurred before. For instance it may be related
with the white spots detected by WFI on 1 Nov (A=340°Ls)(See LtE). Some MGS images in 2002 showed a
similar white patch at the very place. ¢) White cloud on Arsia Mons: Though LAWRENCE (PLw)'s images
on 22/23 Nov (A=352°Ls) at w=142°W vaguely suggest, CPI's B image on 24 Nov (A=352°Ls) at w=147°W
showed the Tharsis evening cloud more clearly. On 28 Nov (A=354°Ls) at w=107°W (B) CPI spotted the
white cloud at Arsia Mons very inside the disk, and DUPONT (XDp)'s B image at w=139°W also isolated
the Arsia cloud. On PCg's images on 29 Nov (A=355°Ls), it was also caught quite inside the disk at

w=116°W. SKw's B at w=128°W shows it near the evening terminator. It is supposed the cloud is also ap-
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parent on JSc's images on 23 Nov (A=352°Ls) at w=158°W~163°W but missing the B images. The appear-
ance of the cloud over Tharsis implies that the meteorology quite recovered at this region. Though Arsia
Mons is exceptional, other Montes will also become thinly clouded in the evening after A=350°Ls~355°Ls,
but its quite activity will begin from around A=025°Ls. Olympus Mons behaves also in the same way, but
it will begin to just shine before that because of the opposition effect. d) Deutreonilus Corridor: The path
where Deuteronilus runs is at the inclined boundary between the Acidalia Planitia (lowland) and Arabia
Terra (highland), and the place where the sand dust is raised just like the Nilokeras Corridor (2 la Ch
PELLIER). As shown on Km's image on 22 Nov (A=351°Ls) at w=029°W, 034°W, a dust stream is seen to
the north of Deuteronilus and made the western part of Niliacus L blurred (the steam passing Achillis
Pons). This also remained on 23 Nov (A=352°Ls) shown on Mo's images at w=357°W, Km's at w=017°W,
024°W, and Ns's at ©=024°W. On Km's images on 24 Nov (A=352°Ls) at w=004°W, 012°W, it looks slightly
weakened. The visual observation of Mk on 23 Nov at w=019°W and 029°W proved a weakness of
Niliacus L. Mk observed on 24 Nov until w=001°W where Niliacus L was still weak. On 25 Nov
(A=353°Ls) Mk observed until ®=342°W, but later it was clouded. e) Evening Nilokeras: On 16 Nov
(A=348°Ls), HEFFNER (RHf) and Km produced from Japan ccd images at w=081°W, and w=084°W/087°W
respectively, in which Nilokeras was near the evening terminator. On the day, NAKAJIMA (Nj) and Mn
observed visually, though the seeing was poor, from w=046°W to w=090°W five times each (no more be-
cause our neck became critical) during which they observed that, compared with the area of Aurorae S, M
Acidalium and Nilokeras complex looked quite dark brownish. This conglomerate became very dark as it
reached the evening terminator and at w=085°W, its end at the terminator looked very pitch-black. Km's
image may prove the nuance. The VAm and JAr images on 29/30 Nov (A=355°Ls) at w=065°W and
w=070°W respectively show the same, but the colour production is another story. f) The Double Canal
from the Atheria Dark Patch: The new canal running southward from the Ztheria dark patch looks, as
it were, a doubled canal in recent images. The Ztheria dark patch is sometimes inappropriately called the
Hyblaeus extension by those who do not utterly know the situation in 1975. Along the extinction of
Nodus Laocoontis, its north eastern area to Ztheria was largely darkened in 1975 and even in the Viking
time its aftermath remained to be a strange bar-like broad canal from around (Q=228°W, ®=40°N) to
(Q=248°W, ®=10°N). First its northern root at ZAtheria had an extension to (Q2=240°W, ®=40°N), but later it
was weakened, and rather made an eastward extension. Now the new canal looks just like the Viking bar,
though the location may be slightly different. This time, some strange bright streaks along both sides of
the dark canal are observed. On 16 Nov (A=348°Ls), DPc made a series of excellent images for three hours
and a half from w=212°W, 218°W, 227°W, 231°W, 239°W, 244°W, 252°W, 258°W, to 264°W, in which every
image shows the bright double canals along the both sides of the new dark canal. These bright doubled
canals are shown even on B images. WFI also caught the bright streaks on B images on 27 Nov (A=354°Ls)
at w=221°W, 226°W, 231°W (especially vivid on B at w=226°W). The streaks must be related with the
white-light emitting sand dust which is raised or is accumulated at the boundaries of the different ab-
sorption areas. If the phase much decreases it may much shine. This bright perimeter dusts are also seen
around N Alcyonius and so on. g) Herschel Crater: The reason why M Cimmerium et al still look fainter
and very mottled is because of a fallout or sedimentation of dusts, though there may still arise spontane-
ously local dust veiling. Among the markings inside M Cimmerium, the Herschel crater is a difficult spot
to detect (we called it an “eye” of ant at the Miyazaki Observatory in 2003. Perhaps MIYAZAKI called so
in 1988) but this time it appeared on many images: See DPc's images on 16 Nov (A=348°Ls) at w=
212°W~265°W, DPk's on 22 Nov (A=351°Ls) at w=251°W, PCq's on 23 Nov (A=352°Ls) at w =236°W, WFI's
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on 27 Nov (A=354°Ls) at w=221°W, 226°W, 231°W and soon. h) M Tyrrhenum and Syrtis Mj: Similarly the
region around M Tyrrhenum and Syrtis Mj is generally weak because of the sediments. SWk's images on
19 Nov (A=350°Ls) at w=268°W describe the situation quite well as well as DPk's images on 22 Nov
(A=351°Ls) at w=242°W, 251°W. The shades and lights are not necessarily related with the unevenness of
the lands, but on Syrtis Mj the western higher part has a darker bone, and its east lower part looks to be
dust sprinkled. M Tyrrhenum is also unusual and shows a dark bone extended from Cerberus III maybe
at the boundary of Trinacria. M Hadriacum and Peraea have hitherto been of the same weak density, but
this time M Hadriacum looks slightly recovering. i) Hellas: Nj and Mn watched the CM transit of Hellas
on 29 Nov (A=255°Ls). Hellas did not however show such a fine structure as we observed in 1990 at the
same season. It looked a bit lighter than the northern desert, and less moist than the evening terminator
side and the morning limb side. In this respect, DPc's series of images on 16 Nov (A=348°Ls) at w=212°W
~264°W may show the trend at present. WFI's images on 27 Nov (A=354°Ls) at w=221°W, 226°W, 231°W
also more impressively depict the white mist band which runs eastward from the morning Hellas. j) The
area around Solis L: The deformed Solis L and its neighbourhoods are still very interesting. The area was
shot on the aforementioned images made on 16 Nov (A=348°Ls) by RHf and Km, and later it was shot on
27 Nov (A=354°Ls) by BOSMAN (RBs) at w=093°W, by JSc at w=092°W (both show Ulysses), on 29 Nov
(A=355°Ls) by JSd at w=089°W, by ZURUTUZA (NZr) at @=089°W, one rotation later by VAm at w=065°W,
by JAd at w=070°W, by JSd at w=071°W, on 30 Nov (A=355°Ls) by VAm at w=082°W, by JSc at w=088°W,
and one rotation later by NZr at w=066°W, by JSd at w=067°W and so on. The area around Aurea Cherso
looks recovering. The area from Daedalia to M Sirenum was well shown on 27/28 Nov (A=354°Ls) by JSc
at w=113°W and on 29 Nov (A=355°Ls) by PCq at w=116°W. The later shows well the Newton crater as
isolated as in the Viking USGS Map. See also JSc's on 23 Nov (A=352°Ls) at w=158°W. k) MRO-MARCI: Im-
ages taken by the MARCI onboard the MRO are now composed every week as a movie and published in
the MSSS Web Site. At present the following are available and these nearly cover our present period:
http://www.msss.com/msss_images/2007/11/29/ http://www.msss.com/msss_images/2007/12/05/

The upside down images however reduce our interest by half. Furthermore note that they don't
give any real limb or true morning.

CERRREE a) LR /B AL E T REEBEICA ST REDLTHLSES T D, AL, HilE#R
HEDOXIEF 2T AT A OB NUALTIHLE LABEDOARAHTND LI T, FIEHES
16Nov(A=348°Ls) D &' — F (DPc) K D w=212°W~264°W, % A 7 —(DTy)&K ® 0=241°W~267°W T |F 3 \ > —
B2 AEmEZZEL TR A TWD, iz, 18Nov(A=349°Ls)D 7 /L 7 1 7 (MDc) K D w=202°W, A Z /)L =
(EHd) X D w=213°W. 19Nov(A=350°Ls)?> EHdK D w=196"WH [/l L 7 A » Z /R L T\ 5, B IZ1%23Nov
(A=352°Ls) D 71 A ¥ = % (PCq) X D w=236°WIZ L &N 2 ILME L2 LT, SmnHTnDd K oI/ 2z
%o 77T A (WE)K D27Nov(A=354°Ls)w=221°"W, 226°W, 231°WTH ZHiF /Ny F U LTWnDH LD
WES, EMEOEAWE XX EOPCqK, WFIK OB LSMZ B 4F< 55, 17Nov(A=349°Ls)IZ 1%
MDcEK D @=215°WTIE D FET B Y TIEBHE T, ALV F A% —(PGo) R Dw=298W, 7 1 U v 7 (JP))
KD w=326°W T IXF] O ILME VY, 19Nov(A=350°Ls)w=268°W D 7 + — 71 — (SWK) K D& T4 F
D7 FETIZRWVIEDFEMICE Te, thIZ2INov(A=351°Ls)D T 1 v F >V (WD) K D w=232°W, 7 —
2 5 (RTm)EK Dw=256°W, * U v 1 (FM)K D w=259WH £ LRI H VY, 23— 4 —(DPk) K 322Nov
(A=351°Ls)w=242°W, 251°WTCHEIFICEL v b7 otk k> 7=, Z D% I1223NovDOPCqik D23
K %, PGl 0 24Nov(A=352°Ls)w=237°W. 241°W. 25Nov(A=353°Ls)w=243°WiL v k &7 T DL E D
BN ER LTS, et e Bt C, EmENGS, id & i3E-> THTWD LD b o
2. YT E—F(JSd) KK D 25Nov(A=353°Ls)w=127°W=X> V/ /L' T = A (MS]) K ¢ 28Nov(A=354°Ls)w=334"W
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END D, MIZPCqR D 29Nov(A=355°Ls)w=116°W T & {l FIZHBWHEN H Y |+ F = A (JSc)fk D
30Nov(A=355°Ls)w=088°W T & I ZE 2358\, [A] H OPGcK D w=182°WTIiZ ¥V hE T ORIE L Ebh b b
DORFEN, HW, ZOBTIE, YIHFTaRrT o A0 TN S RO EEDO X 5 72 b O H
TWo, L, #iEOBRINLVORE LY, —FH, P L~ -7X3 XU v L0dhTlE, 23Nov (A=
352°Ls) D £ H (Mo) X D w=357°W, AEZR(Km)K D w=017°W, 024°W. 75 H (Ns)K ? w=024°WIZ H &1 5
INCABEZELE N TETCWVDIEICRZ D, 20O HEZZED — AMn)lFw=325WH 5 w=014°W £
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http://www.msss.com/msss_images/2007/11/29/  http://www.msss.com/msss_images/2007/12/05/
BEHTHWIZDIR EDO—2>T, bhbhoHMERRE ), WSEBTEERLEVN, BEICRS D,

AR RRE In the next issue we shall review the observations made during a fortnight period from 1 De-
cember (A=356°Ls, ©6=15.1") to 15 December 2007 (A=003°Ls, 8=15.9").

—— Forthcoming 2007/2008 Mawy (15)

Ephemeris for the Observations of the 2007/2008 Mars. VII

January 2008 (Revised)
Masami MURAKAMI ¥ £ & B (Mk) -
AS a sequel to the Ephemeris VI (in CMO#337), we the end of January 2008. The data are listed for every

here list the necessary elements of the Ephemeris for day at 00:00 GMT (not TDT). ® and ¢ denote the
the physical observation of Mars from 1 January 2008 to longitude and latitude of the sub-Earth point respectively.
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The simbols A, 6 and 1 stand for the areocentric longitude
of the Sun, the apparent diameter and the phase angle
respectively.

From this apparition, we also add the column of the
Position Angle /7 of the axis rotation, measured east-

wards from the north point: This is useful to determine
the north pole direction from the p<—. The apparent dec-
lination D of the planet is also given at the final column.
The data here are basically based on The Astronomical
Almanac for the Year 2008.

Date (00:00GMT) ® [0) A ) ! Il D
01 January 2008 158.03°W 0.0°S 10.96°Ls 15.41"  06.6° -26.6° +26°56'
02 January 2008 149.23°W 0.2°S 11.44°Ls 15.34"  07.4° -26.7° +26°57'
03 January 2008 140.43°W 0.4°S 11.92°Ls 15.27" 08.2° -26.9° +26°58'
04 January 2008 131.61°W 0.5°S 12.40°Ls 15.19" 09.0° -27.1° +26°58'
05 January 2008 122.79°W 0.7°S 12.88°Ls 15.10" 09.8° -27.3° +26°59'
06 January 2008 113.96°W 0.9°S 13.36°Ls 15.02" 10.5° -27.4° +26°59'
07 January 2008 105.13°W 1.0°S 13.84°Ls 14.93" 11.3° -27.6° +26°59'
08 January 2008 096.28°W 1.2°S 14.32°Ls 14.83" 12.1° -27.7° +26°59'
09 January 2008 087.42°W 1.3°S 14.80°Ls 14.73" 12.8° -27.9° +26°59'
10 January 2008 078.55°W 1.4°S 15.27°Ls 14.62" 13.6° -28.0° +26°58'
11 January 2008  069.68°W 1.6°S 15.75°Ls 14.52" 14.3° -28.1° +26°58'
12 January 2008 060.79°W 1.7°S 16.23°Ls 14.41" 15.0° -28.3° +26°58'
13 January 2008 051.89°W 1.8°S 16.70°Ls 14.30" 15.8° -28.4° +26°57'
14 January 2008  042.98°W 1.9°S 17.18°Ls 14.19" 16.5° -28.5° +26°57'
15 January 2008 034.06°W 2.0°S 17.65°Ls 14.08" 17.2° -28.6° +26°56'
16 January 2008 025.12°W 2.0°S 18.12°Ls 13.96" 17.9° -28.7° +26°55'
17 January 2008 016.18°W 2.1°S 18.60°Ls 13.85" 18.5° -28.8° +26°54'
18 January 2008 007.22°W 2.2°S 19.07°Ls 13.73" 19.2° -28.9° +26°54'
19 January 2008 358.25°W 2.3°S 19.54°Ls 13.61" 19.8° -29.0° +26°53"
20 January 2008  349.27°W 2.3°S 20.01°Ls 13.49" 20.4° -29.0° +26°52'
21 January 2008  340.28°W 2.4°S 20.48°Ls 13.37"  21.0° -29.1° +26°51"
22 January 2008 331.27°W 2.4°S 20.95°Ls 13.25" 21.5°  -29.1° +26°50'
23 January 2008  322.25°W 2.5°S 21.42°Ls 13.13"  22.1° -29.2° +26°49'
24 January 2008 313.23°W 2.5°S 21.89°Ls 13.01" 22.7° -29.2° +26°48'
25 January 2008  304.18°W 2.5°S 22.36°Ls 12.89" 23.2° -29.3° +26°47'
26 January 2008  295.13°W 2.6°S 22.82°Ls 12.76" 23.8° -29.3° +26°46'
27 January 2008 < 286.07°W 2.6°S 23.29°Ls 12.64" 24.3° -29.3° +26°45'
28 January 2008  276.99°W 2.6°S 23.76°Ls 12.52" 24.8° -29.3° +26°44'
29 January 2008  267.90°W 2.6°S 24.22°Ls 12.40" 253° -29.4° +26°43'
30 January 2008 258.80°W 2.6°S 24.69°Ls 12.27" 258° -294° +26°42'
31 January 2008  249.69°W 2.6°S 25.15°Ls 12.15"  26.3° -29.4° +26°41"
01 February 2008 240.57°W 2.5°S 25.62°Ls 12.03" 26.7° -29.4° +26°40'
02 February 2008 231.43°W 2.5°S 26.08°Ls 11.92" 27.2° -29.3° +26°39'

bigger aperture still gives sharper results.

1= 2 O- :+*+ Date: Sat, 8 Dec 2007 19:57:40 +0000
Letters to the Fditor Subject: Comet 8P/Tuttle 2007 December 08
I imaged this last night with the same equipment I was
using for Comet Holmes. Tuttle is minute by comparison
® - Date: Fri, 23 Nov 2007 20:21:06 +0000 - Holmes entirely fills this same field. A big light pollu-

Subject: Mars 2007 November 16

Taken, just for a change, with a C-11 rather than C-14.
Good conditions. Particularly nice detail in the green.
Bad edge artefact, left as is in the greyscale images, but
smoothed out using Photoshop trickery slightly in the
colour composites.
http://www.darditti.dircon.co.uk/mars2007-11-16-DLA.jpg

Orereves Date: Thu, 29 Nov 2007 01:37:18 +0000
Subject: Mars 2007 November 17

An earlier session on this date, well before culmination,
gave reasonable results.
http://www.darditti.dircon.co.uk/mars2007-11-17-DLA.jpg

Interesting to compare the C-14 image with the C-11
image [ did the previous morning in better seeing. The

tion gradient, but the elliptical coma just shows.

OEERERE Date: Sat, 8 Dec 2007 23:06:17 +0000
Subject: Comet 1 7P/Holmes 2007 Nov 15-Dec 07

These images were all
taken with the same tele- g
scope, camera, and
image-scale, and show
the expansion of the
Holmes coma over the
last 3 weeks. The camera
orientation changes be-
cause in the last two be- |
cause [ thought it better
to align the long dimen
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sion of the frame approximately NS, rather than approxi-
mately EW, in order to get more length of coma in.
David ARDITTI (79" 1y} -7-7" 4 Edgware ME %)

Q- - Date: Sat, 24 Nov 2007 00:58:42 +0100
Subject: Mars 23th November

Hello: New set of images with near good seeing.
I think Olympus Mons seems cloudy.
http://astrosurf.com/astropasion/Mars2007/20071123 _jrs.jpg

(OREERRE Date: Thu, 29 Nov 2007 13:28:39 +0100
Subject: Mars 27-28th November

Hello: Images with fair seeing showing Solis Lacus and
Tharsis longitudes. In this images, I think the volcanoes
are partialy hiddens.
http://astrosurf.com/astropasion/Mars2007/20071128 _jrs.jpg

Qeeeens Date: Sun, 2 Dec 2007 14:13:10 +0100
Subject: Mars November, 30

Hello: Image taken through high cloud with good see-
ing.
http://astrosurf.com/astropasion/Mars2007/20071130_jrs.jpg

(OREERRE Date: Thu, 6 Dec 2007 22:59:21 +0100
Subject: Mars December, 4-5

Hello: Image series with fair seeing
http://astrosurf.com/astropasion/Mars2007/20071205_jrs.jpg
Jesus SANCHEZ (~72-#/#z2 Cérdova 74)

® - Date: Sat, 24 Nov 2007 19:23:15 -0600
Subject: RE: Your permission please

Dear Masatsugu, | finally had some time to measure the
position of the two little light spots on the 1 Nov images
using WinJUPOS. The planetographic coordinates 1 get
using WinJUPOS are 095°W, 43°N for one spot and
085°W, 48°N for the other spot. This would place them
in a region between Tempe and Arcadia. The fainter but
larger smudge on the 3 Nov images appears to be at
100°W, 48°N, just a little west of the location of the two
light spots seen on the 1 Nov image. So maybe this
smudge is a continuation of two small dust events that
appeared as the two small light spots on the 1 Nov
image.

The dust plume involved with the NPH that I noted on
the 31 Oct images stretches from 122°W, 60°N to
147°W, 48°N (planetographic cords).

In either case, if these coordinates are correct, that
would place the two little spots 25 to 35 degrees west-
ward of the of the Nilokeras storm that Jesus Sanchez
and Dave Tyler first noticed on their 2 Nov images. It
also places the two little spots 30 to 40 degrees eastward
of the 31 Oct dust plume. So it appears the spots are not
directly related to either of these events. However, maybe
they are related to the overall meteorological conditions
that were present in this area of Mars on these dates.

Still cloudy here. But maybe clearing on Monday. 1
hope I can get back to Mars in a few days! Sincerely,

(OEEEREE Date: Wed, 28 Nov 2007 19:51:43 -0600
Subject: Mars Images - 27 November

Dear Mastsugu, Attached is a set of Mars images from
November 27th. Hellas is bright just on the western limb.

The blue image shows a cloud formation that appears to
originate in Hellas and extend eastward over M
Hadriacum, Ausonia, and Eridania. This is particularly
clear in the blue image made at 08:10 UT during a win-
dow of very good seeing. Valhalla is fainter but still vis-
ible.

The NPH has also shows and interesting line of con-

centration that is located along latitude 60°N.

There is also a series of 7 - 8 small bright spots starting
just south of Sinus Gomer, running in a line from M
Cimmerium to Syrtis Minor. Not sure | have seen these
before or what they may be?

It clouded up again here last night, 28 Nov. Just as I
was beginning to start a set of exposures, a bank of
clouds moved in quickly from the south. If only I had
gotten up 15 minutes earlier I could have made at least
one set of images for the 28th. Doesn't look good for
tonight either.

I hope everything is going well over there!

Best regards,

Bill FLANAGAN (: " v-754"/ Houston TX %)

® - Date: Sat, 24 Nov 2007 23:08:36 -0000
Subject: Mars 2007/11/23

Mars in fair seeing conditions but poor transparency,
lots of dew. My best regards
38°34'02 N 8°57'03 W Alt 107 m

OERRERE Date: Sun, 2 Dec 2007 09:21:56 -0000
Subject: Mars 2007/11/29

hi here is Mars on November 29. My best regards
Paulo CASQUINHA (»" 7n-#2%=% Portugal )

| EEEERE Date: Sun, 25 Nov 2007 05:34:55 +0000
Subject: Mars 22 November

Hi All, I have attached some Mars images from 22
November. The NPH is fragmenting; no evidence of
spring cap as yet. Cloud/dust streaks over Umbra. Clouds
over southern Cimmerium. The new "streak" from
Hyblaeus to Tritonis appears to be a few small dark
patches. Eastern Syrtis Major appears rather light. Best,
O+« Date: Mon, 26 Nov 2007 04:29:34 +0000
Subject: Another Mars 22 November

Hi All, I have attached some images from earlier on 22
November. Comparison with the images taken on 06:45
UT shows the clouds south of Cimmerium rotating with
the planet. Also, the Trivium-Cerberus remains weak, as
it has been since 1990. Best,

O« Date: Thu, 29 Nov 2007 03:22:31 +0000
Subject: Re: At Meudon/ Masatsugu

Dear Masatsugu, I am honored to accept your kind in-
vitation to be on the Organising Committee. It sounds
like it would be an exciting meeting. | agree about the
demon laughing, however, since I will also be quite a bit
older! Of course I am 3 weeks younger than you!

This would indeed be a great occasion for all of us
Mars observers to finally meet -- we have corresponded
and shared data for so many years. All for now. Thanks
again. Best,

At 05:08 AM 11/23/2007 +0900, you wrote:

>Dear Don,

>>] am sorry I have been silent for a while, but I am receiving and
>appreciating your images of Mars of this apparition. For example I
>was impressed with your 10 Nov images where a lot of details are
>described as well as the water vapour distribution.

>>] have had an intention to write this invitation to you on the
>occasion of your next birthday, but it seems the situation is
>pressing, and so I am to be forced to intrude at your busy time.
>>As you know, the year 2009 is IAU's International Year of
>Astronomy, perhaps commemorating Galileo Galilei's activity in
>1609. The 2009 is however the centenary of the 1909 great
>apparition of Mars where at least two big things happened. One is
>the correlation of E M Antoniadi with Meudon's great refractor and
>the second is that it was the year of the start of the photography
>by the use of the Blue or Violet filter at the Lowell Observatory.
>>0n the night of 20 September 1909 Antoniadi met with a perfect

>seeing for about two hours at the eyepiece of the Meudon 83 cm
>refractor, and was very convinced that there were no things on Mars
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>to be called "canals". As you know he sent to P Lowell in November
>1909 a partial drawing (attached here) of Amazonis which shows "a
>maze of knotted, irregular, chequered streaks and spots!" Perhaps
>Lowell did not approve, but this shows well that the new era of the
>Mars observation by the integrated light just began from 1909.

> >The Blue/Violet photography should also be celebrated centennial
>since 1909. To reveal the canals by the photography was destined to
>fail, but the Blue photos provided a lot of scientific topics and
>even now they are useful including the old photos. Of course you
>are a forerunner among amateur Mars observers of the Blue
>photography when usual amateurs were just interested in the long
>wave photos. I even remember you once tried to squeeze the B
>ingredient from the colour slide photos. Then perhaps the times of
>TP2415 arrived. I am sure you're the best man to talk about the
>history of the Blue photography since the 1950s.

>>As you may remember, in 2004 we had in Japan a meeting concerning
>P Lowell at the place where Percival visited in 1889, inviting Bill
>Sheehan. Then Bill Sheehan and we Japanese planned a next meeting
>in 2008 to be held in the US (maybe at the Lowell Observatory), but
>knowing that the next year (ie 2009) is nominated as the IAU year,
>we began to think it would be more appropriate to hold the meeting
>in 2009. However it looked at the Lowell Observatory nobody was
>interested in the planet Mars at present. So another possibility

>was to hold it at Meudon since another person Antoniadi had an
>intimate relation with Meudon.

>>Fortunately some members of the Societe Astronomique de France
>(including Daniel Crussaire, Nicolas Biver and Christophe Pellier)
>approved our idea on meeting of Mars observers to commemorate the
>centennial history of Mars observations and are to provide the
>necessary facilities at Meudon on some three days in September
>2009. The grand refractor is now under repairs but they assure us
>that it will be complete by September 2009. Recently Bill Sheehan
>also contacted Prof Audouin Dollfus and it seems he replied that he
>would look forward to the meeting. I hear also R McKim is also
>approvable.

>>The members at Meudon then need to have an international organising
>committee.

>>In Japan there is a proverb that any demon will laugh if someone
>talks about things in the next year. In fact, I myself am not sure

> can participate any meeting in the year after next! since I will

>be then quite older. But I have an intension to belong to the
>organising committee for the present. Any meeting on the history of
>the Mars observations at a historical place will be interesting and
>stimulating to younger generations as well as to ourselves.

>>It would be a great pleasure of me if I could meet you at Meudon.
>If it is realisable, T will be careful about my health until the

>time. The presence of you will also be pleased by all the
>participants (maybe mainly from Europe).

>>For the moment this email is to ask you cordially to join the
>Organising Committee as well as to put forward some ideas on the
>meeting. If you give me a private approval, the French organisers
>will send you a formal invitation to you. At present however no
>organisation committee exists and even the date is not fixed. I
>think there is no official nomenclature for the meeting. These will
>be fixed in the meantime with the members of the possible
>Committee. At first they want to have an International Committee
>and a National one. We can rely on them because Nicolas Biver once
>had an experience in which he successfully organised an
>International Workshop on Cometary Astronomy at Meudon in 2004.
>>There is a plenty of time until September 2009. I just so look
>forward to your kind reply in which I hope you will understand us
>and give us your approval since we truly need you to join the
>Committee.

>>Finally I wish your further success at the coming opposition time.
>>With best wishes, Masatsugu

O+ +Date: Sat, 01 Dec 2007 21:39:28 +0000
Subject: Mars 1 Dec; Domino Clouds, NPC

Hi All, 1 have attached some Mars images from 1
December. The NPC is beginning to show through the
fracturing NPH. There is much arctic cloud activity. The
"Domino Clouds" over Candor-Tharsis are becoming
very prominent. Even the "dull side" of Mars is now
exciting! More to follow: Paolo is making me work!

O+« -Date: Sun, 02 Dec 2007 18:53:22 +0000
Subject: Mars 1 December

Hi All, T have attached some more images taken by
Paolo Lazzarotti and me on 1 December. It appears that
the NPC formation is still incomplete.  Best,

O+ -+ -Date: Fri, 07 Dec 2007 00:32:27 +0000
Subject: Mars 3 and 4 December

Hi All, 1 have attached some Mars images from 3

and 4 December. Orographics prominent. A tint cloud
over Olympus Mons detected on the 3 December blue
image. Best,

Don PARKER (# ¢ - Jk 72 Miami FL %)

@ - - - - Date: Sun, 25 Nov 2007 20:38:17 +0100
Subject: My yesterday Mars image

Obviously, you can cut the image and use only the
B&W picture. Is my fist Olympus Mons picture and 1V
m very happy about it!

O+~ -Date: Thu, 29 Nov 2007 13:09:27 +0100
Subject: 29/11/2007 Mars image

Al last a night with a reasonable good seeing!!!

O« +++--Date: Sun, 2 Dec 2007 21:16:05 +0100
Subject: Re: 01/12/2007 Mars image

I have found a bit of time this weekend for reprocess-
ing my last image. I don't know if this give more infor-
mation, but here you have... The rose area in the rigth
border is a point of durst in the green filter. I must clean
it.  Greetings.

O« +++-Date: Thu, 6 Dec 2007 02:27:10 +0100
Subject: 04/12/2007 Mars image

Really, how to obtain real colors is not my best goal,

José Antonio SOLDEVILLA GONZALES
(Rt=7vb=k+J)V7" t" =¥ nr Barcelona P§)

@ - - - - - Date: Sun, 25 Nov 2007 23:39:42 +0900
Subject: non title

FABREE, e, M ESAXVIMRAZTEX EL
7oA CHBREED ZBEmE BT W2 LET,

Q-+ -Date: Mon, 26 Nov 2007 00:25:19 +0900
Subject: Mo 23 Nov_07

MEECE., BIZEFHREEXELE, MSAI
TEDIZKWVWDOT ZHELNLREBEWVWLET, K
BIZT om0 BT TR 928, KRR AL
HTExFIcnwE Lz, 2 LTSRN S X
o TRELEZDOT, SEITRBED KD X
(272 % W E T,

ZFHE T (Yukio MORITA 1 H i Hiroshima)

9
?

@® - ---Date: Mon, 26 Nov 2007 10:37:36 -0600
Subject: Re: At Meudon/ Masatsugu

Dear Masatsugu, A very kind and warm letter--I1 was
very touched by its sentiments. If it doesn't bring Don
Parker to Paris, nothing will.

I am concerned about your health. I suspect it suffers
somewhat when Mars is shining in the sky, as you are
apt to overdo it. You are the most passionate observer of
Mars I know, and I greatly admire you for it--at the same
time, you are not a man of Mars alone, but have the most
astonishing breadth in your erudition. You are a true
Renaissance man of Mars, as Schiaparelli, Lowell, and
Antoniadi perhaps were.

I have just heard from Richard McKim again--alas, it
sounds rather doubtful that he will be able to make it
over in September; but he will surely try. If he does not
make it, then I should like to be given the chance to
evoke Antoniadi's work on that famous night, September
20, 1909, when he almost thought he was "dreaming" to
see Mars so clearly.

I have also invited Maria Lane, a professional geogra-
pher and historian of Mars who has just written a big and
highly accomplished book on the mapping of the planet.

O« -+ Date: Tue, 27 Nov 2007 17:37:33 -0600
Subject: Re: RE:Re: At Meudon/ Masatsugu
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Dear Masatsugu, Please accept my heartfelt condolences
on the passing of your mother. With best wishes,

OREERRE Date: Sat, 1 Dec 2007 10:57:14 -0600
Subject: Re: RE:Re: RE:Re: At Meudon/ Masatsugu

Dear Masatusgu, 1 know you are very busy--so I will
not intrude much on your time just now.

I do know some individuals in Italy--but Maria Lane
spent time at the Brera Observatory and may have some
other contacts, and I shall ask her advice. But might I
suggest Luigi Prestinenza, a science journalist in Sicily?

He has just completed a book on planets, and has previ-
ously written about Mars.

I think the meeting will be very exciting. I am prepared
to talk about any topics that may be serviceable to our
program, including: Barnard's observations of Mars and

the Lowell expedition to the Andes for the 1907 pho-
tography of the planet (led by David Peck Todd) and the
reaction to these results by other astronomers, notably
Schiaiparelli who examined them in
1909 just before the Great Opposition. If Richard McKim
is unable to attend for some reason, then I should like to
present a memoir of the observations of Antoniadi at
Meudon on September 20, 1909. With best wishes,

Bill SHEEHAN (7 ()74-v=/ MN %)

@ - Date: Mon, 26 Nov 2007 10:44:21 +0900
Subject: Mars-2007-11-23&24-KUMAMORI

RS ELLEN, V—A 0 T1xhFDBRL
RV FEHFATLE, —RICKFEENRELS R, NT
YEDPBITEE L WAIRIL T ORE TT,

(ORERREE Date: Mon, 26 Nov 2007 14:51:13 +0900
Subject: Mars-2007-11-22-to-24-KUMAMORI

—“HBEBNEGE T = A 2o THELE,
TABRENL NN E I g AN, JbmE
DEAR DN LT W E B TWnET,

fLEADENT /NT N THEEENENL TV D DOIT
TR TEE W,

(OEEERRE Date: Sat, 1 Dec 2007 23:25:14 +0900
Subject: Mars-2007-11-30-KUMAMORI

—RIWCKEGP IS o T&EELLE, LML,

BEIZELSENTW DO TT R, YHPLENRS
KRV EMTOHRE T, [ikTHEVRIHV F
FAoTLll, dmomnd LE<EY 305,
REFMICLD2OTL L DM ?

OREERRE Date: Tue, 4 Dec 2007 20:36:17 +0900
Subject: Mars-2007-12-03-KUMAMORI

EENAHLEE, AR EEEELEL, v —
A7 HWLVEEBRIKE CAKEAIEIR 7T TV
T, BV FbAEDbDEFEWIRECTL, HHEDL T
R IGEEE>TVWAK U LET,

(OEEEREE Date: Wed, 5 Dec 2007 20:57:30 +0900
Subject: Mars-2007-12-04-KUMAMORI

MEHLZYEDINEY, KEOENITV2L 2D
F L7, 7277, EZEOFRWEIIK > TW5E L 95 T,
KL & L7 KkEBRICIEERY EFHATLE,

(OREERRE Date: Thu, 6 Dec 2007 21:58:00 +0900
Subject: Mars-2007-12-05-KUMAMORI

AENRZ TEZOTLE YN 2EHNT-
DL TVWDL LI ZET,
EALLSBEWWEZLET,
REZE MEBH (Teruaki KUMAMORI 1t Osaka)

@ Date: Mon, 26 Nov 2007 12:13:44 +0100

Subject: Fox possession

Dear Masatsugu, It has certainly been a long time since
the two of us last communicated. I am very grateful for
the CMOs that I've received regularly all this time, and I
want you to know that I still read them with interest,
even though I can't be an active observer of Mars any
more.

I was sorry to read about your health problems, but I
trust that it's getting better with you by now (?!). As for
myself, there is not much change since the last time I
wrote to you, nearly a year ago. Sadly, the kind of brain
damage I've suffered is NOT something that one recovers
fully from.

When reading your kind comment in the CMO of De-
cember last year, | became aware that while telling you -
in a hand-written note - about my problems with fine
motor coordination of especially the right hand, I forgot
to mention that fortunately I happen to be left-handed! So
handwriting has never really been a problem, thank God.
But I am slow in writing on the computer; I nevertheless
do it for practice, as you can see right now. The worst
thing is the vertigo, however, and that hasn't changed a
bit. I have to use two canes for support when I walk
around outside the 'safe haven' of my home, but the
worst part of it is the subjective feeling of it - even the
slightest movement of the head feels like being in an
earthquake of considerable proportions, and the only time
the world truly is at rest is at night when I'm lying in
bed.

Enough of that! What I actually wanted to tell you
was that I've been following your correspondence with
Bill Sheehan in the CMO and understand that he's inter-
ested in a Japanese psychiatric phenomenon called 'fox
possession'. Of course I had never heard about it before.
But just today, I was reading a Danish newspaper which
has a columnist who from time to time writes essays
about his experiences in Japan. He evidently lives perma-
nently in Japan now and, as he still appears to be a fairly
young man, has a Japanese girlfriend, who informs him
about many of the more 'exotic' aspects of Japanese cul-
ture and lore. And the article I read today was mainly
about the fox spirits, Kitsune, and fox possessions were
also briefly mentioned.

Wasn't that a funny coincidence?

All my best wishes,

Elisabeth SIEGEL (z=)4#~" |-/ ¥ Malling %)

@ - Date: Mon, 26 Nov 2007 13:25:16 -0500
Subject: Mars Nov 21, 2007

Gentlemen, Here is a set of images from Nov 21, 2007
UT. The seeing was 4/10 and transparency was 6-7 out
of 10. The Mare Cimmerium and Tyrrhenum were prom-
inent as well as the bright area surrounding Elysium
Mons. Perhaps the shadow of Elysium Mons is also

just visible. Regards,
Bill DICKINSON(t " v-%7" 1%/)/Glen Allen VAZ)

@ ------ Date: Mon, 26 Nov 2007 20:11:33 +0100
Subject: Mars 22 november

Hi all, Here a late Mars of the 22nd, was a bit tired
lately...it is killing me those late nights. Olympus Mons
with around a light plain also a dark Tharsis volcano,
there seems a bright pit in the NPH...a hint of a cap on
this lattitude best wishes

OEEERRE Date: Sat, 1 Dec 2007 22:27:36 +0100
Subject: Mars 29th
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Hi Fellows, Here a capture of the last day of november,
conditions at the most were fair. It was just before a de-
pression arrived and still borders us here. Nice to see the
Solis Lacus regio and look how dark the Niliacus lacus
regions is. The NPH looks normal from this side.

Qeeeees Date: Sat, 1 Dec 2007 22:33:48 +0100
Subject: Re: Mars 39th

Except of course there is a light patch above Arcadia.
(OXEERRE Date: Wed, 5 Dec 2007 21:50:29 +0100
Subject: Mars 4 december

Hi all, Could collect just one RGB before the rain
won...not to mention seeing was awfull. Nice to see Ar-
cadia cloud is still there, also alot of moisture in the at-
mosphere on the morning and evening side best wishes

Jan ADELAAR (Y777 - Arnhem 7 i)

®- - Date: Tue, 27 Nov 2007 08:14:10 +0900
Subject: 5 1iFPH

PR c F ESALY, BREEDO ZHEDEKE A
WiEEFELE, LLY, BESCARL EFET,

FEISAICFENE “E~BHRELZEZDOZ L
R, HEBNETSHZCTHIAOBEIZHD TV
iz &, ZEORBEICE BN R o7z
el RV INNET,

AechniE. ARoBEKLHAOBIERIC
HiELRZTHRIEW T 20w TR, (FERXHY £
LTENLLTET, AL EBLEWE LN, &
BAEAELETCWEEEELE, MEALBREY %
EENBZNTLEE N,

# B IE (Tadashi ASADA 52/% Fukuoka)

® - Date: Thu, 29 Nov 2007 13:05:53 +0100
Subject: Mars images 2007/11/28

Hello, Here are my last images of Mars... Bad seeing
with a big limb artifact, but some clouds appears on
Arsia Mons... Best regards,

Taken with : Newton 18cm F7 Powermate x5 @ F53
IR-Block Astronomik ToUcam 740

Xavier DUPONT (/" # 9" jz-7 2% v Saint Roch %)

® - Date: Thu, 29 Nov 2007 22:37:35 +0100
Subject: Mars 2007/11/27 23h41 UT

Hi Guys , Mars 2007/11/27 23h41 UT.
http://www.astrofotografie.nl/mars 2007 11 27.htm

OEREREE Date: Sat, 8 Dec 2007 15:25:19 +0100
Subject: Re: Mars 12/06

Hi Sean, nice to see the same area as my images from
27/11/2007. What I see on my images from the 27 is the
dark streak (Ceraunius Fossea) between the Tharsis
Montes and Alba Patera. It's realy dark streak, why won-
der that so dark streak are good visible in my images
compare to your images from 6/12/2007 Your image
Resolution is very good ! Regards

Richard BOSMAN () Vv %" 27 Enschede )

® - Date: Thu, 29 Nov 2007 23:41:53 -0000
Subject: Barbados 2007 Full Report.

Hi all, Here is the full gallery at long last after months
of work. Hope you enjoy it:
http://www.damianpeach.com/barbados07.htm
Best Wishes

Damian PEACH (7 :7v-t" - Bkh %)

® - Date: Fri, 30 Nov 2007 09:51:09 +1100
Subject: Mars (plus animation), Saturn and Venus from

Australia - 28thNovember 2007

Hi all, Seeing was good on Thursday morning, with
stable overnight temperatures (16°C) helping to keep my
mirror to within 0.2° of ambient temperature.

Mars (my best for the season) was just under 31° alti-
tude, and is an RGB image. The best image from the
session is attached, and an animation of 6 frames (span-
ning 1 hour) can be downloaded here:
http://www.iceinspace.com.au/downloads/20071129-mars_anim.gif

Saturn (my best for the season) was at 30° altitude. The
seeing/brightness didn't hold up to wusing the 5x
powermate but the 3x barlow yielded good results.

Venus was at 17°, and is the red channel only. Still
waiting for my UV filter to arrive :

All captured with my 12" newt + DMK21AF04.

Thanks for looking.
Mike SALWAY (v 1{/-)¥7z{ NSW i)

Q- - Date: Sat, 01 Dec 2007 03:08:50 +0100
Subject: Mars from 29.11.2007

Dear Colleagues, attached my first Mars with a b/w
camera. Now [ can use my different filters for
rgb-technic and also ir-filter. I am pleased about the im-
provements... best wishes

OREEREE Date: Sun, 02 Dec 2007 01:23:40 +0100
Subject: Re: Mars from 29.11.2007

Dear Masatsugu, uuuups, I added 1 hour to my local
time in place of subtracting it on the picture. Sorry! Your
time adjusting was correct, thank you very much for that
work!
> How did you find your LCM?

I open the "Infobox" of Guide8 (my Astronomy-
Programme), there I find all I need. My Guide8 works
with local time, because a lot of visitors at the observato-
ry ask me e.g.,, "when will I see the Orion-Nebula?",
"when will Mars rise?", or "when will the Star Riegel
stay exact at its highest position?" Then I must tell them
our local time, not GMT... best wishes

OREERRE Date: Sat, 08 Dec 2007 07:31:25 +0100
Subject: Re: [marsobservers] Re: Mars 12/06

Hi Stanislas, with a colour webcam and 6" Newton I
never get "violet clearing" structures in 2003 and 2005.
And it even was hard to get blue white clouds, because
the blue channel has a very bad noise/signal ratio...

To get atmospheric structures like "violet clearing" I
need a b/w camera, a violet narrow bandfilter, not the
"normal" blue filter of an rgb set, good seeing conditions
and a lot of luck. Not every night Mars shows violet
clearing.... Also a small Mars diameter is bad for
showing some atmospheric details.

Last year I changed my equipment. Now I use an b/w
camera, an 8" Newton with eyepiece-projection at =40
and an rgb filter set from Astronomic. But this season I
really have bad weather. Rainy nights, stormy nights,
cloudy nights. Clear skies are seldom this winter on my
location: If I have clear skies, the seeing is horrible
(2-4/10). So my few rgb and ir-rgb composites don't
show fine details: Using a b/w camera with a deep red
filter (665 nm, 715 nm, 840 nm) shows surface structures
with better contrast. And the fact, that seeing is better in
deep red and IR brings more sharpness.

This is the reason for using ir-rgb composites. In the
moment it is the only possibility to do something...

Silvia KOWOLLIK
(VW97 47 =29 4y Ludwigsburg )
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®------ Date: Sat, 1 Dec 2007 22:38:11 +0100 (CET)
Subject: Re: RE:Re: RE:Re: At Meudon/ Masatsugu

Dear Bill, Masatsugu, Masami, Francis,... I follow your
discussions and suggestions for the SOC of the meeting,
dates,...roughly and basically totally approve them - we
should just make sure not being too many in the SOC...

I quickly submitted a draft of the meeting objectives to
the obsevatory in the call for events to get support from
the "International Year of Astronomy 2009" or at least
get the label.

Otherwise i have been very busy recently and until
early january 2008 (two missions to make radio observa-
tions), especially because of the 17P/Holmes burst... I
hope to get back to the mars meeting organisation soon.

I suugested a title as "International Workshop of Mars
Observers", but if you have a better idea... Regards,

Nicolas BIVER (=27t 7" ==V Meudon %)

®------ Date: Tue, 4 Dec 2007 16:51:35 +0900 (JST)
Subject: BMFRLHH L L ET

ARk : BREERRO T EICE L, O X
AR L ETET,

OEERERE Date: Tue, 4 Dec 2007 17:07:56 +0900 (JST)
Subject: k Zif#  AKM071130,AKM071203

FIAR C-AE N WDITFERE TT 2, C-8THE
ITLTWET, C-UDCPIZAELTHH > T
9, I2FELATTERBTETSLTL X D,

OXEEREE Date: Fri, 7 Dec 2007 13:56:55 +0900 (JST)
Subject: Kk ZEE  AKMO71206

ZAEHIE, RO KEEHTT, C8TH H
BT WiFZ 9 T4, NPRENIEARTSH L2202
ZoNDHEHICHYELE, LRGBTHr-> THAE
L7e.bro L BENEI DILEMELH D 7,

fa] A ;& E K (Tomio AKUTSU & 7 The Philippines)

ZEAR

®------ Date: Tue, 4 Dec 2007 19:57:14 +0100
Subject: mars obs 04th dec.

Dear Christophe, dear Minami san, dear Richard, to
all, Here is the last documents done lastly, seeing condi-
tions were average not poor, in the 200mm cassegrain,
but between clouds. This concerns the features for 04th:-
from CM 98-105° on the 04th nov. morning. Some com-
ments are given in the attached files for few only.

Hazing at the limb is still present and at terminator .
This is confirmed that the face disk to view is covered by
haze, prodominent at the edge disk (limb and terminator)
and a large cloud haze is present on the Chryse area and
more, occulting some common features. The NPH/NPC
is white brigth as also the SP area but at a step less in
intensity. The presence of so haze intensity modifies the
common aspect of Mars so that common features are
difficult to identify. Did not see Solis Lacus for example.
Never seen in past the activities of the SP area and the
NP area at same period. Hazing is for all parts brighter in
blue ligth than in yellow, rather brilliant visually.

Should be very interesting to see hour to hour the evolu-
tion of the shape clouds and from nigth to nigth. Haze
should feed the NPC so that it shall be growing more.
Stanislas MAKSYMOWICZ i
(MI=A7A+ 02" 19F Ecquevilly ¥£)

| EEERER Date: Wed, 5 Dec 2007 08:09:06 -0600
Subject: Bates image 12/03/2007

Skies have been clear, but seeing has been terrible. Al-
most no detail visible due to high altitude cold air mass

from the North. Mare Sirenum is just barely visible, as is
Solis Lacus. Should get better in the next few days.

OREEERRE Date: Sat, 8 Dec 2007 18:10:35 -0600
Subject: non title

Greetings Gentlemen: Sky conditions were only fair,
and the plant was about 40degrees above the horizon
when this image was taken. Solis Lacus is clearly visible.

Don BATES (} /-~ =Y Houston TX %)

@ - Date: Thu, 6 Dec 2007 00:38:39+0000 (GMT)
Subject: Mars image 2007 December Sth

Gentlemen, Chryse noted as rising very bright this eve-
ning, quickly processed image (red only) attached. Hope
to get something better out of other data tomorrow. Visu-
ally a generally rather washed out appearence in the gen-
eral area beyond Margaritifer Sinus, regards for now

OEEREERE Date: Sat, 8 Dec 2007 18:46:15 +0000 (GMT)
Subject: Mars image 2007 December 7th

Gentlemen, another Mars image for you and actually a
full RGB set this time. Chryse again rose bright, but not
as striking as on the 5th. Edom / Schiaparelli just visible
as bright in red also. best regards for now

lan HANCOCK ({77-»vay/ Canterbury %)

® - Date: Thu, 6 Dec 2007 11:03:14 -0800
Subject: Mars 12/06

Very good conditions this morning, though COLD (18
°F when I ran in the house to thaw out)! Note the
orographic clouds around all four volcanoes, plus the
clouds in Valles Marineris, as well as Phaethontis.

The area (volcanic planes?) surrounding Olympus Mons
much more visible in IR, though none was used in the
RGB versions presented here.

Oreveees Date: Fri, 7 Dec 2007 15:37:56 -0800
Subject: RE: Mars 12/06

Thanks Paolo- I beg to differ on the "spottyness". Much
of it is real detail. Attached is an animation of the two
red channels I took that night spaced 11 minutes apart
and processed exactly the same. I'm not claiming every
little spec is real detail (especially the sharpening "ring"
on the morning terminator), but the majority is - perhaps
as much as 90%. Therefore, I could conclude many im-
ages I see recently over smoothed. It's a matter of per-

sonal taste, reall?/.
——————————— original message
>4 - - - -Sent: Friday, December 07, 2007 9:41 AM

>Subject: Re: Mars 12/06

>>Hi Sean!

> Nice to see the sweet fruit of your brave job under such cold

> temps! Great images although too "spotty". You might want to
> soften the deconvolution. >Paolo R. LAZZAROTTI

Sean WALKER (V31— 74— S&T 3)

| EEEREE Date: Thu, 06 Dec 2007 12:22:34 +0100
Subject: Re: At Meudon/ Masatsugu

Dear Masatsugu, Nicolas Biver informed me that he
has to send until December 15 the detailed scheme, writ-
ten in 5 pages, of the workshop of Mars observers: SOC,
dates, program, budget... It seems that you already made
a lot of progress about it. With best regards.

Francis OGER (77/v%-4V" = nr Paris 1)

- W

Subject: Re: 7 > NEEE 5 =
k. WO BCMOBLBRIEL FEEH T 72720 T
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® - Date: Fri, 07 Dec 2007.00:14:21 +0900
X FET
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Mg —BR ( Ichiro KOHZAKI T % Chiba)

® - Date: Fri, 07 Dec 2007 23:31:58 +0100
Subject: Re: [marsobservers] Re: Mars 12/06

Stanislas, Images show different quality of reproduc-
tion of atmospheric details because most of observers are
more interesting in surface features. Generally, atmos-
pheric martian features are too faint to catch attention. So
most people will process the images so as to get highly
contrasted surface details, sometimes with processings
like RRGB or IR-RGB, which result is to erase some
80-90% of atmospheric data. Now about how utile are
our amateur observations, it is evident that we have noth-
ing to bring to Mars professional science (this would be
different for other planets though). But, we have some-
thing to bring to amateurs themselves. Organisations like
BAA, ALPO, SAF or OAA are likely to produce "ama-
teur science" as I like to say, using amateur images and
professional theories, destinated to observers. Now we
are observing for us, after all ;-))

(OEEERRE Date: Sun, 09 Dec 2007 12:52:59 +0100
Subject: Mars 2005 SAF report

Hi all, Just a short word to let you know that I have
finally finished the SAF 2005 Mars report. You will find
it following this link - however I'm sorry but it's written
in french (too much work for me to translate. Some of
you may still read it.

http://astrosurf.com/planetessaf/mars/rapports.htm
It has been completed in three parts regarding respective-
ly the technical data of our observations, things observed
on the surface of Mars (with an interesting section about
how red surfaces appear in violet light), and atmospheric
phenomenas (an english resumé has been published by

the CMO last year for the dust storm section). Best
wishes.

OREEREE Date: Sun, 09 Dec 2007 13:23:20 +0100
Subject: Re: Cap or not under the hood ? More elemen

Dear Masatsugu, Much sorry to be that late in answer-
ing. Just a final word about the strange aspect of the dust
veil seen in Mare Acidalium on november 3th. I have
taken a close look to Dave Tyler's image on that day. It
looks to me that the dust is indeed "bright" but the veil is
faint and its darkness is created by the underlying dark
terrains of Niliacus Lacus. If you take a look at
P.Casquinha's welcomed IR image, you will see that the
dust wveil still has a brighter albedo than the ground.
However it's not thick enough to be objectively bright.
Remember how "invisible" or almost can be a planetary-
spread dust veil like in 2003 or 2005? I am now sending
some belated november images... Best wishes

Christophe PELLIER (/) x}7-~" )z nr Paris ¥5)

(Animateur de la section Mars et planétes telluriques, SAF)

@ - Date: Sat, 8 Dec 2007 11:26:58 EST
Subject: MARS: the BAA final report for 1999

Dear friends: I attach the final BAA Mars report for the
1999 apparition, just published in the BAA Journal for
2007 December (volume 117 number 6). Apologies to
you on this list who receive a paper copy of the Journal.
Thanks are due to many of you for contributing to this
report. I am now working on the next few apparitions.
For those who wish a pdf of 1995 and 1997 please see
our website at:

http://www britastro.org/mars

A short account of the 2007 opposition will feature in a

forthcoming Journal early in 2008. With best wishes,
Richard McKIM (# % - %5+ Peterborogh %)

(Director, BAA Mercury & Venus Section)
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