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CMO Mars Observations during the First Half of December 2007
from 1 December (356°Ls) to 15 December 2007 (003°Ls)
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bservations here are concerned with those done during a fortnight period just before the northern
Ospring equinox of the planet Mars. Since the closest day is around the corner (on 18/19 December),
the apparent diameter o went up from 15.1" to nearly maximal 15.9". Since opposition will occur on 24
December, the disk was quite roundish and the phase angle was down to 1=8°: If it is under 8°, the oppo-
sition effect will appear and the disk will be quite brighter, and for example Olympus Mons will shine.
The central latitude ¢ was down from 6°N to 3°N.

Unfortunately at the rear side of the Japan islands the weather remains dismal. In 1990, Takashi

NAKAJIMA (Nj) acquired 40 numbers of drawings during the first half of December, while this time
nothing because of the bad weather. The region facing to the Pacific Ocean is blessed with the starry skies,
but the jet stream is above and the seeing condition has been unfavourable.
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eeeres The contributions we received this time (from 37 observers) are as follows. Don PARKER (DPk)
has been active, and in Japan KUMAMORI (Km) observed rather constantly: Km is however annoyed by
the high up Mars because he observes at his veranda. A team of UK went to Barbados during this period,
but we have not yet received fully their reports. 4 [ED# 5 #3374 T, WOKTH D, KKUTEW D
HT, NI YERRHL08, 7o) ZOFER-IREOPROEEITHAEE Ly, BHRKD)K S KEN
ARV TNDA, ar2Zy MIBHILTWD, W, EO/SL S RRORERITRIER DR,
ADELAAR, Jan Y>*757—)V (JAd) E1E# Arnhem, Nederland
1 Set of RGB + 3 Colour Images (4, 13 December 2007) f/50®23cm SCT with a DMK21AF
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AKUTSU, Tomio PJA#E BFR (Ak) % Cebu, the Philippines
10 Sets of RGB + 10 IR Images (3, 6, 8 December 2007) /35,57,75 ®20cm SCT with a DMK21AF04
ALLEN, Ethan T f—H% > +7vL > (EAD) /nfli&/edn Sebastopol, CA, USA
1 Set of RGB Images (12 December 2007)  f/41®30cm speculum with a DMK21AF04
ANDERSON, David U4V R T ¥ =V (DAd) i F ¥ nr Greenwood, SC, USA

3 Sets of RGB + 1 IR Images (9, 11, 15* December 2007)
1136, 48@33cm spec, f/56&Q 40cm spec* with a ToUcam 740

ARDITTI, David A Y4y R+7 —F42F (DAr) %[# Stag Lane, Edgware, UK

9 Sets of RGB Images ( (24 November); 1, 3, 8, 11, 11/12, 13 December 2007)
36cm SCT with a SKYnyx 2-0

ASADA, Tadashi 8 H 1E (As) @[ -5t Munakata, Fukuoka, Japan
3 Colour + 3 B Images (9 December 2007) 30cm SCT with a Lu075M
BATES, Donald R K> *~X—% (DBt) fE5aEElli-{kii# Houston, TX, USA
3 Colour CCD Images (3, 7, 10 December 2007) f/30, 35®25cm spec with a ToUcam Pro
BOSMAN, Richard V¥ ¥)V b RAX Y (RBs) 27 # Enschede, Nederland
1 Set of RGB Images (11 December 2007) f/50®28cm SCT with an ATK-2HS
CHAVEZ, Rolando B R*F¥TJ xR (RCv) &ihti Powder Springs, GA, USA
2 Sets of RGB Images (12, 13 December 2007) 32cm speculum with a DMK21AU04
DELCROIX, Marc <)NVZ+7)vy27a7 (MDc) %% Tournefeuille, France
1 Set of RGB + 3 IR + 1 violet Images (12/13 December 2007) f/58®25cm SCT with SKYnyx 2-0M
DUPONT, Xavier Z¥Y 4L +F 2R (XDp) i Saint Roch, France

2 Sets of RGB + 1 Colour + 1 B Images (11/12, 14 December 2007)
/53®18cm speculum with a ToUcam Pro I

FERNANDEZ GOMEZ, Francisco José 75> ¥ A=+ 7z )V F > F A= AR (FFn)
WL Ourense, Espana

4 Colour Images (5, 6, 12, 15 December 2007) 20cm SCT with a Meade LPI
FLANAGAN, William D BV« 75 FH > (WFI) #5555 47 -tk 8% Houston, TX, USA

4 Sets of RGB Images (4, 5, 6 December 2007) 1/36@36cm SCT with a Lu075M
FUMEGA Ucha, Camilo #7307 X4 (CFm) ¥4 Ourense, Espana

1 Colour Image (14 December 2007)  f/40®20cm speculum with a SPCI900NC
GHOMIZADEH, Sadegh #5%7 «d3I¥5 (SGh) % -1%H Tehran, Iran

7 Colour + 2 R + 2 B Images (8,~13, 15 December 2007) f/37®28cm SCT with a ToUcam Pro III
GOMEZ, Pepe RReTRAR (PGm) VEPEH - MR Santa Barbara, Sevilla, Espafia

2 Colour Images (6, 11 December 2007) 13cm Maksutov-Cassegrain with a ToUcam Pro 830K
GORCZYNSKY, Peter E'—h )V F L AF— (PGc) HEMK# Oxford, CT, USA

9 Sets of RGB + 8 IR Images (1, 2, 5, ~7, 9, 11, 13, 15 December 2007)
f/42®18cm Mak-Cass with a DMK21AF04

HANCOCK, Ian R A7 *N>av% (IHn) % -#%4%5HE Canterbury, UK
1 Set of RGB + 1 R Images (5, 7 December 2007) f/30®25cm SCT with a Lu075M
HERNANDEZ, Carlos E #)V0Re~N)VyF 7R (CHr) {5 % - i [ % Miami, FL, USA
1 Set of Colour Drawings (9 December 2007) 359x23cm Maksutov-Cassegrain
KUMAMORI, Teruaki §E#F WY (Km) #@ Sakai, Osaka, Japan

11 Colour Images (1, 3, ~5, 8, 9, 14, 15 December 2007)
1/70®20cm Dall-Kirkham with a DMK21AF04&DFK21AF04

LAWRENCE, Pete ¥'—hea—L >R (PLw) ¥ Selsey, WS, UK
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4 RGB Colour Images (11/12 December 2007) f167®36cm SCT with a SKYnyx2-0M
MAKSYMOWICZ, Stanislas A = AF A7V 4vF (SMk) i Ecquevilly, France
3 Sets of Drawings (4, 11*, 15 December 2007) 120x~ 225x 20cm Cassegrain, 10cm refractor®

MELILLO, Frank ] 7Y %7<AUvyn (FMI) #i#% Holtsville, NY, USA
3 Colour Images (1, 7, 15 December 2007) 25cm SCT with a ToUcam pro II
MINAMI, Masatsugu B§ B &K (Mn) #&# Fukui, Fukui, Japan

2 Drawings (7 December 2007) 300, 400x20cm Goto ED refractor*
*Fukui City Observatory f& i H 94X 52 {8 4 ff K 3L %2

MORITA, Yukio £l 17kt (Mo) i Hatsuka-ichi, Hiroshima, Japan

12 Sets of RGB +12 IR Images (1, 4, 7, 9 December 2007) 25cm speculum with a Lu075M
MURAKAMI, Masami # k. BC (Mk) % Fujisawa, Kanagawa, Japan

15 Drawings (1, 2, 5, 14, 15 December 2007)  320x20cm F/8 speculum
NARITA, Hiroshi i H & (Nr) Jiliii Kawasaki, Kanagawa, Japan

10 Drawings (1, 2, 5, 6, 15 December 2007) 400x20cm Astro ED refractor
PARKER, Donald C R s2N—#— (DPk) {2 % #M % Miami, FL, USA

7 Sets of RGB+1UV* Images (1%, 3, 4, 7, 8, 13 December 2007)f/47®41cm spec with a SKYnyx 2-0M

PELLIER, Christophe ZYAFZ XYL (CPl) i:[# Seine-St-Denis, France

3 Sets of RGB +4 IR + 1 Violet Images (15/16 December 2007)
1/52®25cm Cassegrain with a SKYnyx 2-0M

SANCHEZ, Jestis R NAR ¥ > F xR (JSc) FEid - Ffi% KL Cérdova, Espana

2 Sets of RGB + 6 Colour Images (4/5, 7%, 12, 15 December 2007)
26cm Mak-Cass, f/40®025cm SCT* with a DMK21AF04 AS

SAN EMETERIO SANTOS, Francisco 77 Y A YL =L AFVF =% MR (FEm)
PEBES Santander, Espana

3 Colour + 1 R Images (12/13 December 2007) f/50®18cm Maksutov with an ATIK 1C
SHARP, Ian A7 Y +¥%—7 (ISp) #:[# Ham, West Sussex, UK
6 Sets of RGB + 2 Colour Images (2, 5, 6 December 2007) f/54®28cm SCT with a SKYnyx 2-0M
SOLDEVILLA-GONZALEZ, José Antonio
Fe=7b=F VYN TE—Y=d YL R(JSd) # 8+ Canyelles, Espafia
1 Set of RGB+1 C+4 B&W Images (4, 6/7, 9 December 2007) 25cm spec with a RCA plug camera
TYLER, David 5¥—% ¥ 45— (DTy) #[# Flackwell Heath, Buckinghamshire, UK

4 Sets of RGB + 1 Colour Images (2,~6* December 2007)
1/50®28cm SCT with a SKYnyx 2-0 & Lu075M*at Barbados

WALKER, Sean ¥a—Y «U#—X— (SWk) #i#4iZ Chester, NH, USA

3 Sets of RGB + 2 IR Images (6, 9, 11 December 2007) 32cm speculum with a DMK21AF04 AS
WARELL, Johan 3Ny 7Ly (JWr) & ¥ iEh: Uppsala, SWEDEN

1 Set of RGB Images (8 December 2007)  f/19®28cm SCT with a ToUcam Pro
ZURUTUZA, Ignacio FFa<ANVby¥ (NZr) #8F La Fresneda, Asturias, Espania

4 RGB Colour + 2 IR Images (4, 6, 11, 14 December 2007)
£/45, 53®28cm SCT with a DMK21AF04

CARRRRE 0) HST and MRO: Four Mars images taken by the HST during this period were released: they
were as follows -- on 1 Dec (A=356°Ls) at w=050°W, on 3 Dec (A=357°Ls) at w=225°W & 320°W, on 7

Dec (A=359°Ls) at w=140°W. Every enhanced amateur image should be made optimum or moderated on

the model of these HST images. The following site shows the images as well as the projection map se-

cured from these images (plus one image from 17 December),
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http://hubblesite.org/newscenter/archive/releases/solar%20system/mars/2007/45/image/b/

On the other hand, the movies constructed from the images from the MRO-MARCI were given by
http://www.msss.com/msss_images/2007/12/12/ http://www.msss.com/msss_images/2007/12/18/
The first shows the animated mosaics from 3 December to 9 December, and the other from 10 December

to 16 December.

1) The NPH/NPC: A glimpse of the border of the north polar cap (npc) can be taken on any excellent
images, while the north polar hood (nph), some fragmented, was still present even on 15 Dec (A=003°Ls).
See for example FERNANDEZ GOMEZ (FFn)'s image at w=327°W, and SANCHEZ (JSc)'s at w=346°W
where a cloud protrusion over the npc and the morning cloud is thick. PARKER (DPk)'s images on 13 Dec
(A=002°Ls) at w=051°W also show several strata of clouds upto quite low latitudes. Out of the images
which show the strong morning cloud at the arctic region we pick out the following: On 7 Dec (A=359°Ls),
DPk's images at w=117°W, on 6 Dec (A=358°Ls), FLANAGAN (WFI)'s at w=130°W, and GORCZYNSKI
(PGe)'s at w=116°W, and on 3 Dec (A=357°Ls), TYLER (DTy)'s at w=106°W. On the images on 1 Dec
(A=356°Ls) at w=138°W made by DPk/LAZZAROTTI (PLz), several segments and strata are shown. HST's
images on 1, 3, 7 December also show thickly the nph though some part of the border of the npc can be
looked through. So we tried incidentally to measure the snow line ® on two images: The trial on the
image on 1 Dec (A=356°Ls) at w=050°W implied to us around ©=58.7°N+0.5°N and on the image on 3 Dec
(A=357°Ls) at @w=320°W implied ©=59.3°N+0.5°N, smaller than the sizes we expected (we used the formula

=— ||+ cos’(1— (d/r)) where d is the depth , r the radius and 1 is the half width of the npc measured
from the centre of the globe). 2) A White Patch near Alba Patera™: The white patch to the east of Alba
Patera which was caught as a burst on CASQUINHA (PCg)'s image on 29 Nov (A=355°Ls) at w=116°W
was also observed by several observers as reported in the preceding issue, and this time also the follow-
ing images show the same phenomenon in some varieties: On the images of DPk/PLz on 1 Dec (A=356°Ls)
at w=138°W it is weakly seen connected with a strong nph fragment. On the images of DPk on 4 Dec
(A=357°Ls) at w=122°W it looks dispersed, while the images on 6 Dec (A=358°Ls) by WALKER (SWk) at
w=108°W, 111°W, and by WFI at w=130°W it is clear though rather small (a bit also on PGc's at w=116°W).
On the HST image on 7 Deg, it is evident as a linear form. On 7 Dec (A=359°Ls), PGc's images at w=110°W,
and DPk's at w=117°W prove quite clearly its presence. Also the same on DPk's images on 8 Dec
(A=359°Ls) at w=087°W. ALLEN (EAI)'s images on 12 Dec (A=001°Ls) at w=093°W also show weakly a
trace. These are all taken when the location is on the afternoon side. Its central position is nearly at
(QQ=100°W, ®=42°N) while Alba Patera is centred at (Q2=110°W, ®=40°N) so that the white patch is located
at the eastern flank of Alba Patera and so may be a precursor of the orographic cloud over Alba Patera.
According to the results from the MGS, the cloud above Alba Patera will be at its peak twice around at
A=060°Ls and A=140°Ls. The MGS-MOC images in 2002 show the white segment at around ()=100°W from
around A=355°Ls, and hence not so different from this season's. The images of DPk on 13 Dec (A=002°Ls)
at w=051°W may show the position on the morning side, but it is difficult to judge because the nph frag-
ments flow much around there. 3) Trio los Clouds on Tharsis Montes: The summit of the southernmost
Arsia Mons looks almost always or almost all seasons covered by the evening cloud if the meteorology is
not broken by the dust disturbance, and as reported in the preceding issue the fact that the evening cloud
cover was spotted implied that the usual meteorology recovered. This time the clouds were formed on the
summits of other two northern Montes (Pavonis and Ascreeus); this is also normal if the season proceeded
to A=350°Ls. DPk/PLz's images on 1 Dec (A=356°Ls) at w=138°W, 150°W show well the three cloud hanging
on the Tharsis Montes as well as at Syria Planum. SHARP (ISp)'s B image made at Barbados on 2 Dec
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(A=356°Ls) at w=127°W may also show faintly the trio. On DPk/PLz's on 3 Dec (A=357°Ls) at w=157°W the
trio were merged near the terminator. On DPk's on 4 Dec (A=357°Ls) at w=122°W the trio is visible quite
inside the disk. WFI's images on 6 Dec (A=358°Ls) quite clearly prove the existence of the trio at w=130°W
(otherwise see PGc's faint trio at w=116°W). The HST images on 7 December clearly shows the trio (and a
bit cloud at the eastern flank of Olympus Mons). Quite near the terminator, they are just trapped as a
Tharsis cloud: See PGc's and MELILLO (FMI)'s on 1 Dec (A=356°Ls) at w=166°W, and w=170°W respective-
ly, WFI's on 4 Dec (A=357°Ls) w=155°W, 160°W, and on 5 Dec (A=358°Ls) at w=149°W, PGc's on 5 Dec at
w=160°W, KUMAMORI (Km)'s on 14 Dec (A=002°Ls) at w=169°W, 172°W, and on 15 Dec (A=003°Ls) at
w=159°W, 162°W. Visually one of us (Mk) observed the Tharsis evening cloud on 14 Dec and 15 Dec
(A=003°Ls) and on 15 Dec chased it from w=130°W to 189°W. SWk's images on 6 Dec (A=358°Ls) at
w=108°W, 111°W suggest that the Tharsis clouds are formed quite earlier inside the disk. These implies it
is useful if one tries to take pictures successively from w=120°W to 160°W every twenty minutes to see the
formation of the trio and their decay. 4) Water Vapour Band at the 50°S Zone: After the subsidence of
the Noachis dust storm, it looks the atmosphere is quite filled with the water vapour as suggested by the
images of BATES (DBt) on 10 Dec (A=000°Ls) at w=060°W or of SWk's on 11 Dec (A=001°Ls) at w=038°W.
In the preceding issue, we picked out the case of a stream of the water vapour from the condensate at the
morning Hellas as seen on WFI's images on 27 Nov (A=354°Ls) at w=226°W (or otherwise PCq's images of
the stream to the south of M Sirenum on 29 Nov (A=355°Ls) at w=116°W). This time this kind of water
vapour stream band at the 50°S zone was frequently observed. It is possible to see it on DPk/PLz's images
on 1 Dec (A=356°Ls) at w=138°W as well as on ISp's resp DTy's on 2 Dec (A=356°Ls) at w=127°W & 180°W
resp w=132°W, while the stream band is more clearly on the following images (on the HST images it is
depicted more moderately however): On 3 Dec (A=357°Ls) DPk's images at w=157°W, on 4 Dec (A=357°Ls),
DPk's images at w=122°W, WFI's at w=155°W, 160°W, on 5 Dec (A=358°Ls) DTy's resp ISp's at w=100°W
resp w=104°W, WFI's at w=149°W, PGc's at w=160°W, on 6 Dec (A=358°Ls), SWk's at w=108°W, ISp's at
w=104°W, WFI's at w=130°W, on 7 Dec (A=359°Ls), JSc's at w=021°W, DPk's at w=117°W, and on 8 Dec
(A=359°Ls), DPk's at w=087°W, on 9 Dec (A=000°Ls), MORITA (Mo)'s at @=202°W and so on. It runs from E
to W, but it looks to stream eastward from the morning condensate. That is, the morning condensate must
remain even after the Sun rises higher up. As to the situation around at Hellas, AKUTSU (Ak)'s images on
3 Dec (A=357°Ls) at w=263°W, 274°W, 285°W and PELLIER (CPI)'s on 15/16 Dec (A=003°Ls) at w=270°W,
280°W, 306°W are interesting. A vapour stream was originally seen eastward from Hellas, but once Hellas
is near at CM and a morning thick condensate appears, a stream looks to precede it. 5) Evening Mist
over Syrtis Mj: A faint evening mist was recognised when Syrtis Mj came to the terminator: The mist is
apparent on WARELL (JWr)'s images on 8 Dec (A=360°Ls) at w=347°W, and as well on LAWRENCE
(PLw)'s images on 11/12 Dec (A=001°Ls) at w=320°W, 324°W, 330°W, 347°W. Furthermore the following
images show the evening mist: ]Sc's on 12 Dec (A=001°Ls) at w=352°W, DELCROIX (DMI)'s on 12/13 Dec
(A=002°Ls) at w=322°W, 331°W, ADELAAR (JAd)'s on 13 Dec (A=002°Ls) at w=325°W, 328°W, 003°W, and
as well FFn's and JSc's on 15 Dec (A=003°Ls) at w=327°W, and w=346°W respectively. On DPk's images on
13 Dec (A=002°Ls) at @w=051°W the mist remains up until the end of S Sabaeus. On the other hand, Mk vis-
ually observed that the evening mist appeared quite early when Syrits Mj and N Alcyonius were on the
rhs on 1 Dec (A=356°Ls) already at w=261°W, 271°W, 281°W, 291°W. See also Ak's images on 8 Dec
(A=359°Ls) at w=258°W~280°W. 6) Chryse Evening Mist: This must remain until Chryse comes to the ter-
minator. This was shown on FMI's ccd images on 7 Dec (A=359°Ls) at w=091°W, and also on
HERNANDEZ (CHr)'s drawings on 9 Dec (A=360°Ls) at w=094°W/100°W. 7) Caralis Fons: The Newton
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crater was witnessed on ISp's images on 2 Dec (A=356°Ls) at w=127°W and also on DPk's on 7 Dec
(A=359°Ls) at w=117°W and so on. However on WFI's images on 6 Dec (A=358°Ls) at w=130°W it is clearly
isolated and we should want to peacefully call it Caralis F. This will show us the present situation of M
Sirenum compared with the previous one. The projection map of the HST shows faintly also other two
dots which were clearly visible in 2005 to the south of Caralis F as a series. 8) Miscellanea: As reported
previously several times, the areas of around Margaritifer S, around Solis L, around M Tyrrhenum remain
unchanged these months (very changed from the aspects in the preceding apparitions) and so we omit
reviewing here. The HST images prove well that the area of Aurea Cherso recovered as reported previ-
ously, and that the anomaly of the region from Hesperia to Peraea and to Syrtis Mj. The area of Aurea
Cherso was shot clearly this time by ANDERSON (DAd) on 11 Dec (A=001°Ls) at w=040°W. We should
like also to remark we forgot to note in the preceding issue that on the images of WFI on 27
Nov (A=354°Ls) at w=221°W, 226°W, 231°W some shadowy area was appearing to the west of the “dou-
bled canal” to the south of Ztheria, while one of the HST images showed it this time. The HST image on
3 Dec at w=320°W looks to show a polar dust caused by the nph.
SAEEEREE 0) HSTEMRO : Z OWFHIOHSTO B 2385 % S 117z, 1Dec(A=356°Ls)w=050°W, 3Dec(A=357°Ls)
w=225°W. 320°W. 7Dec(A=359°Ls)w=135°W~140°W T &H 5, IRTEZN DL DB NA LN LN, T bIZ
FHAERIITIRON RN T2 PERENATVRLOTRBIZSRT N
http://hubblesite.org/newscenter/archive/releases/solar%20system/mars/2007/45/image/b/
Flo, T/ REELERSNA TS, (IZ17DecD @b H D, ) —77.
http://www.msss.com/msss_images/2007/12/12/ http://www.msss.com/msss_images/2007/12/18/

WZIE 2 O HIZE] 9 2 MRO-MARCIDO B & 728 % D | £ Z #13Dec~9Dec, 10Dec~16Dec® & D53l 5
DAL & LB - LS O FF7E 13 4F < R S 40 5 23, 15Dec(A=003°Ls)IZ - T & K72 LB E 1%
WoNTWRWE S, 7 =x/bF T A= A X (FFn) K ® w=327°W, ¥ > F = A (JSc) K D w=346°W
FAEHGE B SAEMEORESH LA S 5 L. #ENFR L, 13Dec(A=002°Ls) D F JI - Ik & (DPk) K

@=051°W T L, TIH Y OEHELE £ THEICOEDOR A H TV D, #15 OAEMmED R\ O fl 2 i

7Dec(A=359°Ls) ® DPkX w=117°W. 6Dec(A=358°Ls)> 7 7 F A v (WF)KK ® w=130°W, I 17 1 A %
(PGo) &KX D w=116°W. 3Dec(A=357°Ls)D % A 7 — (DTy)&K D w=106°WIZ & . & 1L %5, 1Dec(A=356°Ls)w=
138°W®DDPK/7 v 7 1 v F(PLz) K O HBITIXALMBE D A - @23k >d R x5, HSTD1, 3, 7Dec
O AL E TR, EBENREZ D, T2 CTRAICEROE W > THZ,  1Dec(A=356°Ls)
w=050°W D {4 T1LO=58.7°N+0.5°N% ¥ , 3Dec(A=357°Ls)w=320°W D {4 T L O=59.3°N+0.5°N% ¥ & 72 -
oo MINHBBAELEZLYD, A XR/NE 0, HIEIZCMO#003D HIEICHE -T2, 2)FILIN = INT TR
O BRLS . 7 2% =7 (PCq)K 7329Nov(A=355°Ls)w=116°W T /N — R h Z flgk L 7= 7 /LN « XT T K
OHABEERIENCZOM OB HWE Lc, ZOH%REKRO L D ITHEEI LTV D, 1Dec(A=356°Ls)
w=138°W ® DPk/PLzIK & T1X 55 < 72 > TV % 23, 4Dec(A=357°Ls)w=122°W @ DPk X {4 T I F #i& 23 0

6Dec(A=358°Ls) D 7 4 — /1 — (SWk) & ® w=108°W, 111°W. WEFIK ® @0=130°W T TV fHIk TN F U
L T35 (PGcK D w=116°’W T t, 4 L), 7Dec(A=359°Ls)> HST# CTIIHGICHIE TH 5, [ H DPGek
D w=110°W, DPKkEK D w=117WT b > F U H T 5%, DPkEK D 8Dec(A=359°Ls)w=087°W T % [Al £k T &
%o 12Dec(A=001°Ls)w=093°W D 7 v L  (BADIKBRIZ LM T 5, UL EIZARY TOEHBTH S,

HBE DAL E 1L (Q=100°W, O=42°N)H.Lo, 7 L8N FH(Q=110°W, O=40°N)F L TH L2006, £ DR ILIEIC
HY . MEEOFHFY pBENRV, MGSIZHEIIE T L /N TA=060°Ls, M 'A=140°Lsi# b T ' —7
FHZ D, 2002 OMGSOEBTIZ, ZOERITEENH DA, A=355Lsi ¥ 7 L iR < 72 > TV S 1k
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X7 LT AV BOR Y LTNDEZ EFFSHTWD, SEIT LT - SV OB0IET
v H— > 2 (DAD)EK D11Dec(A=001°Ls)w=040°WDEIZH R 2 5, & 9 —DILMERZ2 ., HSTEIC I
77TV T7THUMO [ ZEHERN] OBFICLBENHTWVWDLIZLEThHDH, ZHIEEEICWFK D
27Nov(A=354°Ls)w=221°W, 226°W, 231°WE TR K S Z & Th o 72, HHSTD 3Decw=320°W D {4

FABEBIEK > THI SR SN OREL R L TWD EEDILD,

AR In the next issue we shall review the observations made during a fortnight period from 16 De-
cember (A=003°Ls, 5=15.9") to 31 December 2007 (A=011°Ls, =15.5").

—— Forthcoming 2007/2008 Mawy (16)

Ephemeris for the Observations of the 2007/2008 Mars. VIII
February 2008 (Revised)

AS a sequel to the Ephemeris VII (in CMO#339), we

here list the necessary elements of the Ephemeris for
the physical observation of Mars from 1 February 2008
to the end of February 2008. The data are listed for every
day at 00:00 GMT (not TDT). ® and ¢ denote the
longitude and latitude of the sub-Earth point respectively.
The simbols A, & and 1 stand for the areocentric longitude
of the Sun, the apparent diameter and the phase angle

Masami MURAKAMI ¥ £ & B (Mk) -
respectively.

From this apparition, we also add the column of the
Position Angle /7 of the axis rotation, measured east-
wards from the north point: This is useful to determine
the north pole direction from the p<—. The apparent dec-
lination D of the planet is also given at the final column.
The data here are basically based on The Astronomical
Almanac for the Year 2008.

Date (00:00GMT) ® [0) A ) 1 17 D

30 January 2008  258.80°W 2.6°S 24.69°Ls 12.27"  25.8° -29.4° +26°42'
31 January 2008  249.69°W 2.6°S 25.15°Ls 12.15"  26.3° -29.4° +26°41"
01 February 2008 240.57°W 2.5°S 25.62°Ls 12.03"  26.7° -29.4° +26°40'
02 February 2008 231.43°W 2.5°S 26.08°Ls 11.92" 27.2° -29.3° +26°39'
03 February 2008 222.29°W 2.5°S 26.55°Ls 11.80" 27.6° -29.3° +26°38'
04 February 2008 213.13°W 2.5°S 27.01°Ls 11.68" 28.0° -29.3° +26°37'
05 February 2008 203.97°W 2.4°S 27.47°Ls 11.57"  28.4° -29.3° +26°37'
06 February 2008 194.79°W 2.4°S 27.93°Ls 11.45" 28.8° -29.3° +26°36'
07 February 2008 185.60°W 2.3°S 28.39°Ls 11.34"  29.1° -29.2° +26°35'
08 February 2008 176.40°W 2.3°S 28.85°Ls 11.22"  29.5° -29.2° +26°34'
09 February 2008 167.20°W 2.2°S 29.31°Ls 11.11"  29.9° -29.1° +26°33'
10 February 2008 157.98°W 2.1°S 29.77°Ls 11.00" 30.2° -29.1° +26°32'
11 February 2008  148.75°W 2.1°S 30.23°Ls 10.89"  30.6° -29.0° +26°31"
12 February 2008 139.51°W 2.0°S 30.69°Ls 10.78"  30.9° -29.0° +26°31"
13 February 2008 130.27°W 1.9°S 31.15°Ls 10.68" 31.2° -28.9° +26°30'
14 February 2008 121.01°W 1.8°S 31.61°Ls 10.57"  31.5° -28.8° +26°29'
15 February 2008 111.74°W 1.7°S 32.06°Ls 10.47" 31.8° -28.7° +26°28'
16 February 2008 102.47°W 1.6°S 32.52°Ls 10.36"  32.1°  -28.7° +26°28'
17 February 2008 093.19°W 1.5°S 32.98°Ls 10.26" 32.4° -28.6° +26°27'
18 February 2008  083.90°W 1.4°S 33.43°Ls 10.16" 32.6° -28.5° +26°26'
19 February 2008 074.60°W 1.3°S 33.89°Ls 10.06" 32.9° -28.4° +26°25'
20 February 2008 065.29°W 1.2°S 34.34°Ls 09.96" 33.1° -28.3° +26°24'
21 February 2008 055.97°W 1.1°S 34.79°Ls 09.87" 33.3° -28.2° +26°24'
22 February 2008  046.65°W 0.9°S 35.25°Ls 09.77"  33.6° -28.1° +26°23'
23 February 2008 037.32°W 0.8°S 35.70°Ls 09.68" 33.8° -27.9° +26°22'
24 February 2008 027.98°W 0.7°S 36.15°Ls 09.58" 34.0° -27.8° +26°21"
25 February 2008 018.64°W 0.6°S 36.60°Ls 09.49"  34.2° -27.7° +26°20'
26 February 2008 009.29°W 0.4°S 37.06°Ls 09.41"  34.4° -27.6° +26°19'
27 February 2008 359.93°W 0.3°S 37.51°Ls 09.32"  345° -274° +26°19'
28 February 2008 350.56°W 0.2°S 37.96°Ls 09.23"  34.7° -27.3° +26°18'
29 February 2008 341.19°W 0.0°N 38.41°Ls 09.15" 34.9° -27.2° +26°17'
01 March 2008  331.81°W 0.2°N 38.86°Ls 09.06"  35.0° -27.0° +26°16'
02 March 2008  322.43°W 0.3°N 39.31°Ls 08.98"  35.2° -26.9° +26°15'
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Letters t o the Editor
| _EEERER Date: Sun, 9 Dec 2007 23:51:22 -0600

Subject: Bates Mars image 12/10/2007 - Good seeing!

Hello Friends: As the Holiday Season quickly ap-
proaches, Mars is bringing a wealth of gifts to anxious
telescopes here on earth.

A break in the clouds tonight, along with record high
temps (80°F during the day, 70°F when this image was
taken) brought steady skies. Mars is almost perfectly
rounds now, and the North Polar cap is quite large. Mare
Erythraem and Mare Acidalium revealed vast detail in
the eyepiece. The disc is rather small, but with a careful
eye, you can see much. I barely had time for one image
before thick clouds rolled in. I am panning to take some
time off from work over the next few weeks, and hope to
devote much time to observing and imaging Mars. I wish
everyone good health, and good observing!

(OREERRE Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 20:01:34 -0600
Subject: Bates Mars Images 12/20 - 12/21 2007

Hello All: Early this week, 1 took off and drive 600
miles each way to far west Texas near the McDonald
Observatory to find the best skies for imaging Mars. Al-
though the weather was warm and clear, the seeing was
terrible! Over 2 nights, | was unable to obtain a single
usable image! I then drove home to Houston, and found
excellent skies in my own backyard! Moral to the story:
Don't try to find steady skies, let them find you!

I have enclosed two images taken last night. The first
was taken when the planet was about 55° above the local
horizon. Syrtis Major was clearly visible, and 1 would
estimate the seeing to be around 7 out of a 10 point
scale. I then took another image when Mars was at its
highest point, around 83°, but found that my alt/azimuth
drive had trouble keeping the planet in the frame. On
inspections of the image I saw an extension that joined
Mare Erythraeum to Niliacus Lacus. My map calls this
area Oxia Plaus.

Nice to have the planet so high in the sky, but as I said,
it's tough on a Dobsonian to view directly overhead. I
had to bend over backwards like a limbo artist to see
through my Tel-Rad. If skies are clear, it should be inter-
esting to see the Mars on Christmas Eve with a full
Moon nearby.

I can't believe that 2007 is almost over! It's also hard to
think that we will have to wait around 16 years before
Mars is clearly visible in our telescopes. This hobby sure
gives you a perspective on the fleeting nature of our time
here on earth. Better enjoy it while we can! I toast my
glass to all the Mars Observers out there. Clear skies,
keeping looking up, and all the best in 2008! Peace on
Earth,

Don BATES (} /-~ -V Houston TX %)

® - Date: Mon, 10 Dec 2007 00:21:11 +0100
Subject: Mars 7th December

Hello: A new series showing a white spot at the south
border and the jet stream over mare Acidalium.
http://astrosurf.com/astropasion/Mars2007/20071207_jrs.jpg

Jesus SANCHEZ (~2z-#/#x2 Cérdova 74)

® - Date: Mon, 10 Dec 2007 07:25:50 +0000

Subject: Mars 8 December

Hi All, T have attached some Mars images from 8 De-
cember. The interesting cloud streak at 45-50 ° S.
latitude is crossing the disk. Solis Lacus is small, trian-
gular. Nectar is not visible. The NPC is visible trough
fragmenting NPH. Best,

OREERRE Date: Sat, 15 Dec 2007 01:30:29 +0000
Subject: Mars 13 December

Hi All, I have attached Mars images from 13 Decem-
ber, taken under poor conditions. There is little evidence
of the NPC. There are many arctic clouds, thick
NPH remnants, a PM limb cloud over Edom and delicate
hazes over Margaritifer. Best,

OREEREE Date: Mon, 17 Dec 2007 02:28:55 +0000
Subject: Mars repeats from 7 and 8 Dec.

Hi All, It seems that the gamma on my monitor was
messed up when I precessed the December 7th and 8th
images. | have re-sent them. Sorry! Best,

OREERRE Date: Sun, 23 Dec 2007 06:07:40 +0000
Subject: Mars 21 December

Hi All, I have attached two sets of images from 21 De-
cember. The NPC is well formed. Note the bright local-
ized cloud around 50° south on the AM limb. From this
a delicate cloud steak extends eastward across the
Hellespontus and southern Hellas. This is a similar cloud
formation observed in Dec., 2005 at Ls=335°. Best,

Don PARKER (i - Jk 72 Miami FL %)

® - Date: Mon, 10 Dec 2007 10:30:14 +0900
Subject: Mars-2007-12-08&09-KUMAMORI
R X OBRBNOHER L TWET A, Al
RERFHEAELS R ViRERREEL D22 N TE <
73? > T&EFE LT,

OEREEREE Date: Sat, 15 Dec 2007 10:24:34 +0900
Subject: Mars-2007-12-14-KUMAMORI

Tharsis DIUHE?2 ZIT R OTZ > TWET N, &~
— A VI PELSTEMITIEY T A,
OEERRERE Date: Sun, 16 Dec 2007 07:16:05 +0900
Subject: Mars-2007-12-15-KUMAMORI

WERLL By —A v 7 RELS CTIRETIIRL &
N ETXANEBRLEEZT L E, TR 2 D]
MHTLL 2D THASTHAREFETT,
OREERRE Date: Mon, 17 Dec 2007 14:02:37 +0900
Subject: Mars-2007-12-1 6 KUMAMORI

1%75)1/75)7261/‘5%; RRFRFFAFICENL > TE &
L 7o, 1k 52 ] RE WP [T 1 i+£ TREREL® Y EE A
=g T %%D\Lmn’:ﬁ#%i)wx’(bib\%of
ﬁ‘o

OREERRE Date: Tue, 18 Dec 2007 21:25:44 +0900
Subject: Mars-2007-12-17-KUMAMORI

VAT NEL T, BBELEENCY T X2
nhLILERA,

OEREEREE Date: Wed, 19 Dec 2007 22:17:24 +0900
Subject: Mars-2007-12-18-KUMAMORI

BHERICR > TCEZOTETN, v—A 7134t
LW DTRAREENE S TT, 2N, TX5S
FodoZEFLE) EB-sTnET,
RERFICENSC-TET, E2HELTCORET
L7,
OREERRE Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 02:03:55 +0900
Subject: Mars-2007-12-19&20-KUMAMORI
IO X8 H T LR, —A VI3 EET,
FEHRBITIERYD EFATLE, 2001,
B0 ELED, FAOHLLETTY, AL
< BB NWELET,

RBZF HBBH (Teruaki KUMAMORI #t Osaka)
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""" Date: Mon, 10 Dec 2007 13:28:03 +0900
Subject /%E % AKMO071208
ZACHIE, RBERO KRB K TT, dbBEN
T CE E£ Lz, AilE O AKM0712060 & 41X E
b\“Cb\é“C‘Lat DI ?
(G Date: Mon, 10 Dec 2007 14:07:02 +0900
Subject: RE: K & [/ AKM071208
BRFEHYNEH> ZZIWET, RGBEE X E3
o <9,

rt, 14 Dec 2007 11:02:04 +0900 (JST)

_ha%i\uﬂ%¢ﬁmﬁb\7Uzvx\
FEOWMEZ N2 TWHEWE, 200087 A MERD
FL, B TIIHEDLLTRSTEL, EEN
mb\mk ET., BAD L > 2 12A OFEHRITEL
S T, BFEEN 2 OVOIEE LWTT,

EXK@*%%EL\E%H@9HKMEkt
TIWRY 9, ZORPHIZEAE 7V E L&D
BEEZNRLOY ., KOFREH N —F X WK AT
TN, TNTHLREAIDIIRCITZV HABRER WAL T
?ﬁo%éh%%%%bb\ﬁk%%@jbf<
72 &0
(OREEERR Date: Tye, 18 Dec 2007 14 56:38 +0900
Subject: K 22 B, AKMO071217
ZAIEHIT, EEOKETT, ZHLITRRANE
<. BHENT, KEDXRLNR2WHANSWTT,
SETIRIVBPBNPLWTT R, F-RNE TH
N, A A—=JIFENTT, XL A LURITH
MINDENRZET,

FMAE E *(Tomio AKUTSU & 7 The Philippines)

@ Date; Tue, 11
Subject: Re: HEIFRXL

18 . mm%w@méh@i@ﬁi%éo%
<gHhELE, ZNTEWnEBEnET,

A EKORIIFHATZ EDH Y I 05,
BT 2D TR, XIROMEEOHTRICET S
AKTLT,

Hi@@?%%%@ﬁ%ﬂ%%%#:&mﬁf
MNMLWTT L, =& 25, Fir. o, fcﬁ&‘iﬁiﬁﬁﬁ
7ol T, BETITm A, BaTldiE,
B, ECLER, BBTEHS LI NEE->TE
T, BEEAINO AARTHEDODRLTWELER, &
BTIEETRWEDLLRWVANEZND TT,
BEHENRLE Y LYW EREINT-EDZ L, Bl
LA LD ITET,
BB L AL L 1T BIT19234E (KIEIREE) D
EFEnTTN, BRIFFEVMOEEN, FUIFEERD
EFENTT,

EFILINET, BEREKRFIZ, B
B ® & (W-v.LAI =1t Taiwan)

ec Zﬁg_07 01:30:56 +0800

B

| _EEERER Date: Mon, 10 Dec 2007 19:06:04 -0500
Subject: Mars Observation (December 9, 2007)

Dear Minami, Murkami, and CMO Members, I would
like to apologize for my lack of participation to date for
the current Mars apparition. I have been very busy in the
Emergency Room (Pediatrics) and have ha very little
time to observe. I have been following the outstanding
observations and images posted on this excellent forum.

I was finally able to make an observation of Mars on
December 9, 2007 (06:25 and 06:50 U.T.). The hard side
of Mars was visible and 1 was able to detect several

albedo features as noted. I welcome any comments on
my observation.

Date: December 9, 2007

Time (U.T.): 06:25 (left image) and 06:50 (right image)
CM: 094.2°W (left image) and 100.3°W (right image)
Ls: 360° (Northern Spring/Southern Autumn) De: 4.4°N
Instrument: 9-inch (23-cm) F/13.5 Maksutov-Cassegrain
Magnification: 359x  Filters (Wratten): None

Seeing: 6-7/10 Transparency (1-6): 3/10

OREERRE Date: Wed, 19 Dec 2007 10:12:48 -0500
Subject: Mars Observations (December 16, 2007)

Dear Mr. Murakami, My best wishes and happy holi-
days to you, Dr. Minami and the members
and families of CMO. I made a series of Mars observa-
tions while visiting a friend (Michael Palermiti of Jupiter,
Florida). The observations were made on December 16,
2007 ((01:50-02:45 U.T.). I noted a good amount of de-
tail over the regions between Syrtis Major and Mare
Erythraecum. The first observation (left image) was made
using an excellent Orion XT10 (10-inch (25-cm) F/4.8
Dobsonian reflector. The middle and right images were
made using a 7-inch (18-cm) aperture stop over a 20-inch
(52-cm) F/3.5 Newtonian reflector producing an unob-
structed F/10 focal ratio (1,778 mm focal length). I wel-
come any comments on my observations.

Date (U.T.): December 16, 2007

Time (U.T.): 01:50 (left image), 02:15 (middle image), and 02:45 U.T.
(right image) CM: 334.3° (left image), 340.3° (middle image), and
349.7° (right image) Ls: 003.0° (Early Northern Spring/Southern Au-
tumn) De: +3.3°, p 0.99, Dia.: 15.9"

Seeing (1-10): 5-6, Antoniadi (I-V): III Transparency (1-6): 5-6

Carlos HERNANDEZ (/i ynx-aytv7" A4 FL 3)

® - Date: Tue, 11 Dec 2007 23:43:53 +0100
Subject: Mars images Aug-Dec

Dear friends, Enclosing the few Mars imaging observa-
tions I have managed to acquire this fall from Uppsala,
not much to write home about in terms of detail or sheer
numbers but hopefully they may have some value.

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas and New Year,

Johan WARELL (3,79 7vy Uppsala % Ht)

®------ Date: Wed, 12 Dec 2007 06:45:22 +0900
Subject: [KkEE(7] #3381F %

MR, TAKEEREFE] #B338m&E Lz, Wobd
DREHIZTZNET, o, vab—lbrbax
FL7E, BLDEWHYRE S T WET, BEEZ
H, LALIBEALITEEZ N,

OREEREE Date: Sat 15 Dec 2007 11:53:36 +0900

Subject: 12 59 /5’ Vj
12A9H 1 Lt BERF NIz LEST, B

BEAILATTOETR, =5 b b REFATT,
THEET,
# M IE (Tadashi ASADA 5214 Fukuoka)

® - Date: Wed, 12 Dec 2007 09:14:54 -0800
Subject: RE: Dec. 11, 2007 Image

Masatgugu, Sorry for the confusion. The date is cor-
rect. The times are wrong. Please correct the times as
you see fit. thanks

Oeevnes Date: Sat, 15 Dec 2007 12:27:22 -0800 (PST)
Subject: MARS IMAGE DEC. 15, 2007

Attached is my image from Dec 15, 2007. I think I
have the time correct. My times always refer to the red
image. The color is taken about 5 minutes before and the
blue is about 5 minutes after. Best Wishes,

David ANDERSON(7 "7 v} 774" =)7 SC )
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| _EEEREE Date: Wed, 12 Dec 2007 12:37:17 -0800
Subject: Mars 12/11

Poor conditions forced me to use a red filter with no IR
block to squeeze a bit more detail this evening.
(ORERREE Date: Tue, 18 Dec 2007 10:19:15 -0800
Subject: Amateur vs. Hubble comparison (2007)

Hubble released its Opposition 07 collection today-
They need to tweak the color balance <g>!

Here is a comparison between the Hubble shot from
12/1 and my image from 12/9.

Obviously, the Hubble shot is resized to match my
image scale. I also took the liberty to balance the Hubble
version to present it a bit more natural appearing. Enjoy,

Date: Wed, 19 Dec 2007 12:42:48 -0800
Subject: Mars 12/19/07

Fair to good seeing last night. Actually, I was lucky it
was clear at all. Enjoy,

Qe Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 03:06:18 -0800
Subject: RE: Hubble vs C-14

Paolo, as an American taxpayer, I paid for the Hubble,
as have all Americans, so I find such comparisons re-
freshing. I'm also pleased that we share the data with the
world for free. A good reference for all.

OEREREE Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 18:28:22 -0800
Subject: RE: Hubble vs C-14

He can, as can everyone. After three months, all Hubble
data is public domain; one only needs to search out the
raw files and do with them as you wish:
http://archive.stsci.edu/

Perhaps in a cloudy spell I'll work up some of their data.
Sean Walker

(OEEERRE Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 22:11:51 -0800
Subject: Mars 12/23, 1:42 UT

Fair conditions early before the clouds rolled in (here
on Earth). Nothing particular of note.

Sean WALKER (V-7 94-1- S&T %)

| EEEREE Date: Wed, 12 Dec 2007 15:32:16 +0100
Subject: Submit photo

Dear sir: Submit my latest photo of Marte planet.
DATE: 2007.12.12  23:04 UT
Made by 127/1500 Maksutok/Cassegrain Scope + Phil-
ips Toucam Fun 830 K+ Barlow x3. No filter.
Sevilla (37°23'46" N, 5°59' 41"W), Spain, Saludos,
Pepe GOMEZ (~" A" <27 #% Sevilla 78)

Q- - Date: Wed, 12 Dec 2007 17:01:21 +0100
Subject: Mars 2007 /12/11 22h42 UT

Hi Guys, Mars this morning, just before the clouds roll-
ing in.
http://www.astrofotografie.nl/mars 2007 12 11.htm
Richard BOSMAN () vV} -4 27 Enschede )

® - Date: Thu, 13 Dec 2007 09:05:09 -0600
Subject: Mars Images - 04, 05 and 06 December

Dear Masatsugu & Masami, Attached are Mars images
from December 04, 05 and 06. The weather hasn't been
cooperating much here lately. The seeing was pretty vari-
able on all three of these nights but I got some reason-
able images on the 6th. The blue images have been very
interesting lately showing the development and evolution
of the cloud features. In fact the image on the 6th seems
to show some shadows being cast by the clouds near the
evening terminator just S of the NPH in the Tempe and
Arcadia regions. Best regards,

Qe Date: Mon, 17 Dec 2007 10:13:08 -0600
Subject: RE: Mars Images - 04, 05 and 06 December

Dear Masatsugu, * - -1 had a clear night last night final-
ly! 1 should be sending the images to you soon.
Weather doesn't look too good for the remainder of the
week. Makes me really appreciate how lucky we were
in 2005 to have consistent clear skies here around oppo-
sition time. Clear Skies!!

OREERRE Date: Wed, 19 Dec 2007 10:41:44 -0600
Subject: Images 17-December-2007

Dear Masatsugu, Attached is a set of images from
17-December. M Acidalium is prominent and appears
darkened.

Thanks for the HST image from 7 December. Accord-
ing to the HST website, the CM is 140°W on this image.

My image from 6 December is at 130°W, only 10° dif-
ference. I think the HST image does show that my so-
called shadow on terminator is really a darkened albedo
feature as you suggest. On the HST image this feature is
also visible on the terminator but there is no cloud di-
rectly to the west of it.

However, it is always encouraging to see how that our
amateur images are showing the same features as the
HST images. It gives me more confidence that small
features on our images are real and not just some artifact
of processing.

The weather here has also not been cooperating a lot.
Hopefully some clearer skies near the end of the week.
Best regards,

OEREEREE Date: Sat, 22 Dec 2007 10:08:08 -0600
Subject: non title

Dear Masatsugu and Masami, Attached is a set of im-
ages from 21 December. I managed to sneak these in on
one clear night between cloudy days. Best wishes,

Bill FLANAGAN (: " v-77+4" ¥ Houston TX %)

® - Date: Thu, 13 Dec 2007 09:22:20 +0000
Subject: Mars 11/12 December 2007

Hi all, Here are a few Mars captures from a cold and
frosty UK night (11/12 December). Best regards,

OEREEREE Date: Thu, 13 Dec 2007 09:26:17 +0000
Subject: Recent solar images Dec 11-12 2007

Hi all, Here are some recent shots of the Sun taken
through a CaK PST. Note the high latitude active region
coming into view across the north-eastern limb on the
full disk shot and magnified on the result from the 12th
December.
http://www.distantstars.co.uk/gallery/Sol07/2007-12-11_13-26-58_CaK_full_1024.jpg
http://www.distantstars.co.uk/gallery/Sol07/2007-12-11_13-26-58 CaK-final.jpg

http://www.distantstars.co.uk/gallery/Sol07/2007-12-12_11-43-24 CaK .jpg

OREERRE Date: Tue, 18 Dec 2007 11:14:56 +0000
Subject: Re: Mars 11/12 December 2007

Dear Masatsugu, Thank you for your kind words and
apologies for missing out the address mentioned. I have
been away from home quite a number of times and tired-
ness has been catching up with me I fear. I will endeav-
our to include the address on all subsequent postings.
Best regards,

OEEERRE Date: Wed, 19 Dec 2007 11:25:12 +0000
Subject: Mars at closest approach, 18 Dec 2007

Hi all, Here's an image of Mars taken about an hour
before closest approach on the 18th December. Reason-
able seeing at times but the transparency was poor. Best
regards,

OREERRE Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 10:00:14 +0000
Subject: Hubble vs C-14

Inspired by a comparison done earlier this month by
Sean Walker, I thought I'd go and retrieve one of this
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years Hubble opposition shots to see how it compares
against my Mars capture of the 18th. I was quite taken
aback at the fine detail similarities. Although every effort
is made to ensure no artificial detail is introduced into
each processed image, it's somewhat comforting to have
a base reference to confirm you've got it more-or-less
right. A great testament to the fantastic equipment that
amateurs have to 'play’ with these days.

Seasons greetings to you all.

(OREEERR Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 10:51:12 +0000
Subject: Re: Hubble vs C-14

Calm down Paolo for goodness sake. My comparison
was simply for me to confirm that I wasn't making
anything up. One of the biggest issues for imaging is that
we lack up to date references to occasionally check that
what we are doing is actually correct. I don't know Mars
that well so it's not possible for me to do that from direct
observation or from thus far gained knowledge. I'm
continually and genuinely amazed at what amateurs can
achieve these days but at the fine detail end there's
always a worry that the processes used may introduce
stuff that simply isn't there. In this respect I welcome the
comparsion process because it allows me to check my
methods are correct and not making anything up.

I don't believe I said anything to denigrate the work of
the Hubble Team - you're the one that's introduced that
thought. Perhaps it was the mention of the C-14 which
made your blood boil? I know you're a fan ;)

Pete LAWRENCE (v -}-n-Vv2 Selsey )

® - Date: Thu, 13 Dec 2007 22:08:11 +0100
Subject: Mars 13 december

Hi all, Some might have read that I suspected a
dustevent but after all the images processed (pfff...) there
seems little evidence...it remains a strange bright patch
on the limb, maybe there is still a small amount airborne
or so but can't be seen against the planet. There seems a
extention of the NPH in the Ismenius Lacus region, fur-
ther on the southside of the morninglimb bright blue
vapours or ice. So you might have guessed....very tired
right now. best wishes

(OEEERRE Date: Sat, 15 Dec 2007 18:10:41 +0100
Subject: Re: Mars 13 december

Hi Fellows, A bit more detail squeezed out especially
the last 2. best wishes.

(OREERRE Date: Tue, 18 Dec 2007 22:16:19 +0100
Subject: Mars 16 december

Hi All, Conditions were only fair during this capture,
cold temps and fast small scale turbulence. best wishes

(OEEERRE Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 21:16:50 +0100
Subject: Mars 19 december

Mars just after the closest approach, regretly seeing isn't
cooperating lately so turned down the focal ratio to keep
some contrast, color seems somewhat muted. best

Jan ADELAAR (t-77 -V Arnhem fif )

@ ------ Date: Fri, 14 Dec 2007 14:31:57 -0800
Subject: Mars 12 December 2007

Hi Masatsugu, Here's a view of Solis Lacus on 12 De-
cember. My first image in over a month... We've had
very poor seeing here in the states for quite a while now.
The water on Mars is definitely on the move!

Hope you are in good health and getting some nights of
good seeing at the observatory. Best Wishes,

ORRRERE Date: Sun, 16 Dec 2007 15:06:57 -0800

Subject: Re: Mars 12 December 2007

Hi Masatsugu, Nice to hear from you as well. To bad I
missed inclusion in #339... I will be spending Christmas
vacation with my wife's family in the high desert of New
Mexico. I'm bringing my telescope and the long term jet
stream forecast looks favorable. Hopefully 1 will have
steady skies this opposition after all! The weather here
has been very unstable. It might be due to the "La Nifa"
effect.

I'm very sorry to hear about your mother's passing
away. My heartfelt condolences. Best Wishes,

Ethan ALLEN (/-#7-7V~ Sebastopol CA )

® - Date: Sat, 15 Dec 2007 18:50:49 +0100
Subject: TR: Mars 2007.12.12

Hello all, Mars under good seeing conditions, from vio-
let to IR 1p:
http://astrosurf.com/delcroix/images/planches/me.php?y=2007&m=12&d=12

We can see a haze on the limb near Syrtis Major, and
NPH breaking in Cydonia. Steady skies,

Marc DELCROIX(< /-7 ¥/n7 Tournefeuille?})

Q- Date: Sun, 16 Dec 2007 09:51:26 +0700
Subject: Re: 4 X 4 [

Bl A AR (CCO KR TT) 7 x5 D 22 Wi
‘h\%@#ko_éwiﬁ R /A
A A MTIcELZ, —FT—FESWEEH %
Wz TWwWbrZEEBEWET,
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D, ERELE, F L TRFE2H FAIOIEIEA(T M)
HETPHIRELERA, 2 ToFElEE, XM
LATHHEZDZDZ TR0 7,

THEBIE, T4V EEEZ Y RAF v T %<
RO TTR, WEHOR—F I HITA KK IE
RROEEBELH - T, 7 U A~ ATESVZHPH
RKERVET, RTARYA AL REBEEDT I
KO T, HUOBEEETIXZ ) A~ AL 7 OBIE
RGBT, KERIZEDWIZZRY £7°,

AN RNFAEEE, LA RICEHIZAY £ L7,
HHUDAa— Lyl 720, AHFRKTT, B
DRILITOCEM A FEFT N, 2L TIET—FLD
LT WEHITT,

AT DEITY, KRN A & TWD
F9, BEENHY EFHEADT, BEHWEZEW
tﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁbi%ﬁ$®ki%MhT%Di¢
B & M(sa0 MIYAZAKI 75 —F 3 > Vietnam)

@ Date: Sun, 16 Dec 2007 13:55:04 -0600
Subject: Happy 150th birthday--E.E. Barnard

Please celebrate with me the 150th anniversary of the
birth of E.E. Barnard! What a guy!

http://www.vanderbilt.edu/news/releases/2007/12/7/a-stellar-conversation-with-dr-bill-sheehan

Bill SHEEHAN (7 ()74-v=-v MN %)

® - Date: Mon, 17 Dec 2007 10:26:45 +0900
Subject: Re: FW:Happy 150th birthday--E.E. Barnard

THXRIL TR ET, HFEERE, KEEE
EMNR, Va2 b rE NR—y Yy )-m—=
b, B4, 2007, 3800M . OHIZSFEMER
HbuEd, HRFEEESIE A FRRLUETT,
N—TF —REIT AV TN T AL R~k
LCHBEHY L, BMPERE (FFeZ bl
Dby RELZMIEMICFHE LTS, Xyt
Bt ot L& LR S TRV, Lirb 4
EimHORBHZIZLIrEHAL TRY) OfED
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> 7 H,
BE MYt (Hiromitsu YOKOO ¥ 7L Tokyo))

® - Date: Mon, 17 Dec 2007 10:41:21 +0100
Subject: [Fwd: Descriptif fro jet de meeting
internationnal pour labeltsattonAMA

Dear Masatsugu, You will find enclosed the presenta-
tion of the Workshop of Mars observers and historians
which was submitted by Nicolas Biver on December 15.

With best wishes.

>4® - - - - Date: Sat, 15 Dec 2007 20:11:38 +0100 (CET)
>Subject: Descriptif du projet de meeting internationnal pour
>labelisation AMA2009

>Veuillez trouver et attache un descriptif plus detaille de ce
> projet de manifestation (soumis le 15 nov 2007) pour
> labelisation AMA 2009. Sincerement, Nicolas Biver

Francis OGER (77/v%- 4V = nr Paris 1)

® - Date: Tue, 18 Dec 2007 00:50:09 -0000
Subject: Mars 2dec from Barbados

Hi Guys, Our 5 man imaging trip to Barbados is now
over and we are all back in the UK. We had Damian on
a C14 Bruce Kingsley on a C11 Leon De Ste Croix on
C11, Ian Sharp C11 with whom I shared some sky time,
and my own station a 6 inch vixen for solar imaging in
White and Ha on lan's "EQ6 Go To", during the daytime
Oh yes it also got pointed at M42 with a DSLR at the
focus. Many thanks to Ian for sharing.

The weather was nicely hot, but windy after the first
couple of days. The best seeing was in breezy conditions,
just when you were getting nice images on the chip, it
was flying all over it! The all night imaging sessions
were often interupted by torrential rain. In spite of all this
some nice stuff was captured at chosen moments.

I managed to capture Mars, Saturn, and the plentiful
solar goings on. Here is a Mars from the first night. The
ever changing NPH clouds were the highlight of the
Mars images for me. Seeing was calm but only fair.

Many thanks too, go to lan's wife Sue and Damian's
wife Tiffany for feeding us all. Quite a task! Best wishes

Orereves Date: Thu, 20 Dec 2007 20:57:15 -0000
Subject: Mars 3rd dec barbados

Hi Guys, Imaging Night 2, calm but iffy seeing. Al-
though at 13 North, the much higher altitude than the UK
seems to allow the colours allow to "come through" I
fancy. Mars appearing to rotating only 9° per day does
make for the images being a little samey from day to
day, but the NPH clouds change quite a bit. Best wishes

(OREERRE Date: Thu, 20 Dec 2007 21:23:25 -0000
Subject: Mars 19Dec UK

Hi Guys, Phew it was cold this night , My dome would
not shut with ice on the tracks, good job I was seated at
the Lappy or my butt would have fallen off. Big culture
shock from 25C imaging, at 13 north. Insect spray and
rum and coke.

Anyway back to reality seeing was pretty good last
night. Nice visual in the bino at 450x, before capturing at
2300. Not a big fan of rrgb, but in this case it did not
change the colour much and gave more detail in the final
image. Not a lot going on in the NPH, but the altitude
did have an hour to go, and "reddish" area is interesting.

I like this area, taking in both Gomer and S Major.

Best wishes

Oeevees Date: Thu, 20 Dec 2007 22:01:18 -0000
Subject: Mars 4th Dec

Hi again Guys, Here is the Solis Lacus region from the
4th Dec. Its interesting to compare the subtle brighten-
ings in the blue channel with the RGB image. Best
wishes

OREERRE Date: Thu, 20 Dec 2007 22:53:46 -0000
Subject: Mars 5th Dec Barbados

Hi Guys, Another of the Solis Lacus region in slightly
better seeing. The polar clouds were putting on a nice
display. best wishes

OREERRE Date: Thu, 20 Dec 2007 23:12:01 -0000
Subject: Mars dec 6th Barbados

Hi Guys, This image was with a colour cam , to ensure
a colour capture in the cloud gaps. At last a bit more
detail is appearing on the disc. Best wishes

Oeeevee Date: Thu, 20 Dec 2007 23:41:11 -0000
Subject: Solar Prom 2-Dec Barbados

Hi guys, A bit of solar now. The one was taken at

07:43 am local Barbados time, my first glimpse in Ha of
the sun from there. Vixen 150mm stopped to 4.5 inches .
Daystar .6 A filter with LU 075 CCD. Best wishes

OREERRE Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 11:50:37 -0000
Subject: Re: Mars 3rd dec barbados

Hi Richard, Yes this time you are right, the seeing was
rarely very good there was constant cloud interuption for
the RGB's as well as torrential downpour interuptions.
The high winds during decent seeing made things very
difficult too. I was using Ian's C11 to grab a few RGB's
, and then hand it back to him, catching the best seeing
of any night was a matter of luck. I am very greatful to
Ian to enable me to get what images I did over the two
weeks. I am sure Damian and his C14 will have got
some better stuff thoughout his nightly vigil.

I focussed mainly on the sun, in Barbados this time, it
was far less frustrating.

Damian and I had commented before the trip, that it
was quite easy to "max out" on the available detail on
Mars, per scope, even in just fair seeing.

We did not expect to achieve much more resolution
there. The number of clear nights , was a big attraction,
as was the operating temperature. A lot of Data was ob-
tained in spite of the weather. AND it was great fun !!

best wishes

* e: Thu, 20 Dec 2007 22:32:28 +0100
Subject: Re Mars 3rd dec barbados
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Hi David, nice Mars images. If I may be honest, I expect more
higher resolution from the paradise,, Barbados. Was the seeing not so
well in on Barbados? Regards Richard BOSMAN

(OEEEREE Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 16:21:02 -0000
Subject: Saturn C11 Barbados 10 dec

Hi Guys, I managed an RGB of Saturn on this evening,
10 days into the holiday (did I say "HOLIDAY") into the

Cl1 @ f40 Barbaa xpedition 10-Dec 17:41 ut

r—

Lumenera Skynyx 2.0 Truwek type 2 filters Dave Tyler

sleep deprived twighlight zone ! Seeing was good.The

view in the binos on the C11 was excellent. A small spot

also on one of Jim Phillips' images, is just visible in the

colour image, but more clearly seen on the HC green.
Best wishes

(OEEEREE Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 20:40:43 -0000
Subject: early 0978

Hi guys , imagine my delight, having taken my vixen
4000 miles with only proms and granulation to image,
this small beginings flare turned into a photogenic
beastof a group. best wishes

(OREERRE Date: Sun, 23 Dec 2007 00:44:10 -0000
Subject: Mars 21 Dec

Hi Guys, I notice Mars is looking a little drab this past
week, we all seem to be suffering from it. An opposition
effect is suggested. Seeing for this image, Mars was jit-
tering in the mist, but of stable form. Best wishes

Dave TYLER (77" 1} - #47- Bkh %)

| EEEREE Date: Tue, 18 Dec 2007 08:57:22 +0000
Subject: First Mars Images from Barbados

Hi all, As you have heard from Dave Tyler, we (Dami-
an Peach, Dave Tyler, Bruce Kinsley, Leon De Ste Croix
and Myself) have just returned from an exhausting and
frustrating 2-week imaging trip to Barbados.

Here are my first night results taken on 2nd Dec 2007
http://tinyurl.com/2z7ay7
http://tinyurl.com/ypfg5f

We were beset by equipment failures and worse than
expected weather and seeing. Most nights the early star
tests were spectacularly good with 9-10/10 seeing, but
often this seeing deteriorated as Mars came up! How-
ever, having said all of that, I enjoyed the trip hugely and
learned a great deal.

Those wondering why Barbados was chosden should
read Damian's excellent article in the latest BAA journal.

More images to follow over the next week or

OEREREE Date: Thu, 20 Dec 2007 12:20:30 +0000
Subject: Mars Trio 19-20 Dec 2007

Hi all, First time back imaging in the cold! Seeing
wasn't too bad, transparency was not good. I think I had
some dew on the inside of the corrector after the Barba-
dos trip - now drying it out! Here are three images:

http://tinyurl.com/3yrdna

OEREEREE Date: Thu, 20 Dec 2007 17:59:59 +0000
Subject: Mars from Barbados 05-Dec-2007

Hi all, Two more images from 5th Dec 2007 with Solis
Lacus nicely in view.
http://tinyurl.com/2cgy2c
http://tinyurl.com/yt47qa

OREERRE Date: Sat, 22 Dec 2007 18:05:32 +0000
Subject: Mars 06-Dec-2007 from Barbados

Hi all, Still working my way through the AVIs taken
from Barbados. These from 6th Dec represent the best
seeing so far: 3 images here:
http://tinyurl.com/2hmlcj

The best one with colour channels here:
http://tinyurl.com/25wy7e
Best Regards and Merry Christmas

ORERERY Date: Sun, 23 Dec 2007 11:34:34 +0000
Subject: Saturn from Barbados 06-Dec-2007

Hi all, Didn't have much luck with Saturn whilst on the
trip - seemed to coincide with cloud, wind or bad seeing.
Also, the one night where I was forced in by sheer
tiredness after hours on Mars (when the seeing had
worsened anyway) the other guys got great Saturn results
as the seeing picked up again! Nothing worse than
getting the "you missed a great Saturn session" treatment
in the morning from a smug Peach!! ;-)

Anyway, here is my best Saturn from the trip about
3000 frames at 23 fps each channel.
http://tinyurl.com/ywpcy6

Regards lan SHARP ({7v-v+-7" WS %)

® - Date: Wed, 19 Dec 2007 11:33:13 +0100
Subject: "IWCMO" Mars observer meeting in Meudon 2009, update

Dear all, and thanks Masatsugu for your E-mail and
support while you were certainly affected/occupied by the
death of your mother.

As some of you may have already recieved it from
Francis, 1 submitted a proposal (details on the 15th of
December, initial deadline on the 15th of November) to
the French committee of the International Year of As-
tronomy 2009 to get support from them for this meeting.
These were all sent in a rush way on the very last day as
I am still quite busy until mid-january (including New
Year's eve when I will be on mission ... to observe comet
8P/Tuttle!) and I apologize for not having asked much of
your approval before.

The text is in french, but if you want to take a look at
it:
http://wwwusr2.obspm.fr/~biver/IWCMO/iwcmo.pdf

I have actually made a very preliminary web page for
the meeting on:
http://wwwusr2.obspm.fr/~biver/I[WCMO/

In the next steps, I think we should complete the SOC
and start establishing some scientific program before first
announcement.

I would be inclined to also include talks and special
speakers about modern exploration of Mars by
spacecrafts: I can ask to colleagues but you may also
have names to suggest. Regards,

Nicolas BIVER (=27-t" 7"z Meudon )

® - Date: Wed, 19 Dec 2007 20:58:54 +0100
Subject: mars obs 18.12

Dear Christophe, dear Minami san, dear Richard, to all,
Here is the documents done lastly, seeing conditions
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were excellent, in the 150mm newton. This concerns the
features
- from CM 233-244° on the 18th dec. Some comments
are given in the attached files for few only. Hellas is
brilliant in V colour, white hazing is present at the termi-
nator side but with a slighter activity than some days ago.
Cimmerium mare and hesperia seems to be visible in V
light (blue clearing?). Syrtis Major is filtered by hazing
at the limb (its width is too narrow).

Remain yours and will respond to your kind comments
if any. Have good receipt of the present. With my best

regards.
Stanislas MAKSYMOWICZ i
(M=27%-3)vE)" 19F Ecquevilly {£)
® - Date: Thu, 20 Dec 2007 03:51:21 +0100

Subject: Mars from 18.12.07

Dear Observers, here my last Mars with 665 bn IR Fil-
ter. RGB was not possible, the Seeing in visible light was
too bad. Eyepieceprojection, f-eff = 8 m, 8" Newton,
black/white videomodul. Visual Observing showed some
bluewhite Dust over NPH and Aeolis. Picture was cap-
tured at 23:32 ut.

(OREERRE Date: Thu, 20 Dec 2007 23:25:53 +0100
Subject: ir-gb Mars from 18/19.12.07

Dear Observers, now I finished all my sequences from
the night 18/19.12.07 and here are my results:...

@ David: thanks to your comment, it was the reason to
try the "ir-gb" with my mad blue data.

@ Masatsugu: please change the picture at the cmo
galery from 19.12. to 18.12. It was half an hour before
midnight (GMT)... Best wishes

~~~~~~ Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 21:15:02 +0100
Su ject: Mars from 20.12.07
i all, last night I had really good seeing and saw
some
clouds over Hellas, a very bright NPH and a lot of de-

tails. best wishes

Oeeveens Date: Sat, 22 Dec 2007 02:16:51 +0100
Subject: Mars from 21.12.07
Hi all, here my observations around midnight

20/21.12.07. The seeing was not so excellent as 1 hour
before, but still over average. So I still could catch the
cloud over Hellas. best wishes

(OREERRE Date: Sat, 22 Dec 2007 02:37:31 +0100
Subject: Mars from 21.12.07, next series...

Hi all, this is my last result from the night 20/21.12.07.
Seeing was decreasing, but still a bit better than average.
But with the colours I had some Problems. RGB-
Technique is new to me, I am just a "beginner" and learn
by doing ;-))...best wishes

(OEEEREE Date: Sun, 23 Dec 2007 05:16:00 +0100
Subject: Re: Mars 21 Dec

Hi David,

> | notice Mars is looking a little drab this past week, we all seem to
> be suffering from it. An opposition effect is suggested.

I dont believe in an opposition effect: the blue channel
is really too dark, green a little bit too dark and red is ok.
This happens, if you have high humidity near ground
level or up in the atmosphere (500 m - 10.000 m). Espe-
cially at inversion weather, as we had last week...

For naked eye you dont see any difference between dry
or humidity air on the sky. Looking through a telescope,
you also dont see any difference. Because our eye has a
logarhitmic sensitivity scale and makes an "white bal-
ance" every time we have enough light. But a ccd-camera
with its linear sensitivity scale gets less photons in the

filtered light. This is a "optical-physical" effect. Steam
reduces the blue and green light intensity...

Back to Astropraxis: I always look during daytime on
airplanes. If they have a long condensing stripe, we have
high humidity and I enhance the intensity of the blue
channel. Then the colour looks good :-))... A little bit
humidity (fog) often is combined with low wind velocity
in the Atmosphere. In such nights I often have excellent
Seeing. Use for the blue channel either longer exposure
times or higher gain...

"Old" datasets can be reprocessed by enhancing the blue
and green signal during rgb colour balance. To show,
what I discuss, I did this procedure with a picture of
David Arditti, which he posted earlier this day. Left
Davids Mars, right my reprocessing try... best wishes

ORERERE Date: Sun, 23 Dec 2007 09:18:40 +0100
Subject: Mars from 21/22.12.07

Hi all, here my first sequenz of Marspictures from
friday night. Cirrusclouds, weak fog and bright Moon
made some problems during my observations, but I still
got some nice shots of the clouds over Hellas, Mare
Sirenum, and at the equator on the limb. best wishes

Silvia KOWOLLIK
(V97 47 -39 #y)/Ludwigsburg &)

Q- Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 11:24:53 +0100
Subject: Re: Hubble vs C-14

The difference as seen lately with HST vs. backyard
telescopes managed by VERY SKILLED imagers (who I
admire a lot) is worth AT ALL the money difference.
People making this comparison should be aware of the
extra-huge effort must be done to increase just slightly
the performance at this very high quality level. The per-
formance/price ratio tends to be an horizontal line and
that means we should spend some hundred of thousands
dollars/euro to improve, say, 2 times only our best results
taken so far. We should have a new house somewhere in
the Tropics, buy a dome with an expensive telescope
inside, say goodbye to our job, say goodbye to the social
life, and many sacrifices more. Given this realistic per-
spective, the HST cost isn't any longer that huge...

Further, it's too easy to scale down by a factor 2 or
even more HST images to match our own planet size. |
think this is simply unfair and unrespectful with those
people (and are huge in number) who spent part of their
life in planning, building and making possible the Hubble
Space Telescope project! We won't be thankful enough to
these persons! Needless to recall here the huge HST con-
tribute to the community. I guess how many among you
would be happy in spending money to buy a big observ-
atory together with other amateurs making part of a spe-
cific group and then kid around the images taken with
that instrument if compared to our own scope! I find no
fun and no utility in all of this.

I'm very happy to be part of the vertical growing prog-
ress we're living since several years, but I'm also aware
of how many limits are still to be passed through by our
valued community. We should go ahead seriously to keep
our progress growing fast over a regular basis, we all
have to learn more and more to rise the bar any day
more. I know little, but I know for sure the twit isn't the
key. That said, I welcome any image posted here and I'll
enjoy as always with any. But, please, be respectful with
anyone's job.

Have a Great Christmas holiday!
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Qe Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 12:23:17 +0100 people is seriously diminishing HST job (and all the
Subject: Re: Hubble vs C-14 people behind of it) and overrating backyard telescopes.
I'm totally calm, Pete, seriously! :-) My comment, Simply, I don't like this. Comparisons are most welcome,
although carried in through a reply to your message, is byt they must be honest to be of some utility. The usual
for everybody. widely downscaled HST image is ALL BUT precisely

Reading comments in various forums, most of the
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reflecting the reality and thus the comparison is unfair.
We all live in free countries, so everyone's free to add
comparisons in to check ground details genuinity (that's
great) but some respect should be due to thirdy parts. I'm
pretty sure you should feel as offended if I'd compare an
image of mine to an image of your's heavily downscaled
and also blurred. Or am [ mistaking? I well know you
are not denigrating the HST team, but you're feeding the
denigration by common people. For the first time in eons,
Astronomers (notice the "A") are seriously cooperating
with amateurs and I would be extremely disgusted if
Astronomers would hear those voices!! The same should
be with you, Pete, isn't it? To build a wall takes weeks,
to put it down is a matter of minutes.

I can't understand at all what the 'C14 mention' has to
do here...

Paolo LAZZALOTTI(» #1-3 > 971y Tuscany3%)

® - Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 12:07:30 +0900
Subject: Fw: Miyamoto

FEREE, BREESFICHIKIROH, FATT
BERAZBIVEBHL LT ET LHICHESAFL L
FET,

KO Miyamoto 7 L — X —3s IvE Lz,
ZZE{sZz % IAU Mars Task Group @ Chair T &
% Dr. Bradford A. Smith?> & D A — )L &2 #5k L £
T, ZOXHITIEH Y FHEAN, USGSD Gazetteer
of Planetary Nomenclature!Z JAUIL, M4 1% 20074F
12H 18 H £ T¥, Mars Science Laboratory % 2009
FRITHT D B, 2010F BICKEICHEF L TEDY
[l % FEIT 72 > TUVWE T, Miyamoton)s 7 2 Hil 512
WETDHEINTT N

B, ZTOMAIT OV TIE Brad SmithE A D IE
7>, USGS® Jennifer Blue %5, FUENIE K - B%
RFOFEIE—EBRICREBHFFICR D £ LI,
FRIZAEfE S AT TEARIERRRGR SCHE ) 2 iRt

ELS el THERZEE | OB TIHMHEE £
L7,
KDHEN, TVREXFEIZRYET LT

----- Original Message -----
From: Brad Smith To: Takeshi Sato
Sent: Wednesday, December 19, 2007 12:39 AM
Subject: Miyamoto
Dear Ken, I am pleased to tell you that we have named a

crater on Mars for Shotaro Miyamoto. The name has now been
approved by the IAU and is official. I am attaching an image
of the crater. It is a degraded crater but it has attracted a lot of
scientific interest and is being considered as a landing site for
the Mars Science Laboratory. The information that appears in
the official IAU database is listed below.

I hope that you are well. Let me take this opportunity to
wish you the Happiest of Holidays and Good Health for the
coming New Year. With very best regards, Brad

Name: Miyamoto, 3
Starting latitude: 1.5S, §
Ending latitude: 4.0S,
Center latitude: 2.88S,
Starting longitude:
5.67W,
Ending longitude: 8.2W,
Center longitude: 7.0W,
Size: 160
CT: AS, ET: JA, FT: AA,
Map: 1-2531, Quad:
MC-19 5
Reference: "Collection of |
Shotaro Miyamoto's Gms,
Scientific Papers", Kyoto
School of Computer Sciences, Kyoto, Japan, 1993
EOr%ﬁ: Shotaro; Japanese astronomer (1912-1992).

f# (Takeshi (Ken) SATO t+ H i Hiroshima)

@ Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 14:23:07 +0000
Subject: Re: Mars 3rd dec barbados

Hi Richard (BOSMAN), Much of what Dave said is
correct. It was my 4th trip to the island, and without
doubt the most frustrating. Weather was rarely good,
despite it being the "dry season". Far more cloudy and
showery than what ive had on the previous trips. But
looking back at all the data there was allot of decent
seeing, and on a few nights some superb seeing.

Dave is right though in Mars is easy to "max out" on,
especially in red light. Its the only Planet that doesnt
seem to need really great seeing to produce an excellent
result (which is likely due to all the contrasty detail being
in the red part of the spectrum where the atmosphere is
more tranquil.) I think ive had such nights in the UK
already this apparition (Nov 16th) and definatly had some
while away.

I guess i cant complain really given how successful my
last three trips were. You cant expect perfect weather
every time, but the seeing there on the whole was still
loads better than what you get here in winter time...

Best Wishes

(OEERRE Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 14:36:06 +0000 (GMT)
Subject: Re: Hubble vs C-14

Hi all, Seems this issue is rather a can of worms...

I think its great to compare, and that we can even com-
pare our imagery in a reasonable fashion to hubble im-
ages is a massive achievement for us poor ground based
folk. However, this latest crop of HST Mars images is
rather below par compared to the 2005 data set as the
image scale seems allot lower (probably due to not being
able to use the ACS camera which failed earlier this
year.) In reality the full resolution HST data is consid-
erably beyond what we can achieve (just look at the full
resolution 2005 HST data.)

As 1 said though, that we can even compare our im-
agery and it holds up reasonably well never ceases to
amaze me. Who would have thought 10yrs ago we'd be
able to do this?...

And when you consider the enormous price difference
in amateur +scope against HST....that premium of image
quality really does cost a fortune...

Damian PEACH (7 :7v-t" - Bkh #)

@ Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 20:20:00 +0100
Subject: non title

Dear Mr. MURAKAMI, feel free to add my recent
Mars from Dec 19, 2007 image to your gallery.
Thank you. Best regards
Stefan SEIP (V27774747 Stuttgart {%)

@ Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 12:35:45 +0000
Subject: Re: Mars 3rd dec barbados

You shouldn't rush a good thing... I am sure Damian's
pics will be well worth the wait to see them processed
with the minute care for which Damian is famed. I am
sure he will get them out as fast as he can, consistent
with his usual standards.

OEEERRE Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 12:51:46 +0000
Subject: Re: Hubble vs C-14

I do have some sympathy with what Paulo is saying.
Also, I think this issue has been sharpened by a linguistic
issue: Paulo, as a Latin, and the word "versus" is Latin,
is reading literally "Hubble vs C-14": "Hubble against
C-14" - a challenge, perhaps a gladiatorial one, after all,
he makes the Gladius!
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There does seem to be a bit of a fashion for these
Hubble-amateur comparisons, not just in Mars imaging. I
think we can see which detail is real and which false
quite well from comparing amateur images with other
amateur images. The identification of artefacts becomes
quite easy with experience of looking at many amateur
results. The fact our images are mutually consistent is the
check. The comparisons with Hubble can be read as
denigrating the Hubble team when I know quite well they
are not intended by the authors that way at all. 1 agree
with Paulo that we should take care with this. And also
be aware that given words have different implications to
people educated in different languages!

Happy Mars Opposition, Christmas, and New Year. I
won't wish clear skies to all, as then there would be a
world water shortage.

OEREREE Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 15:05:38 +0000
Subject: Mars 2007 November 15

About a month behind with these, I am afraid. Anyway,
it was poor seeing. The new albedo pattern in Aethiopis
is visible.
http://www.darditti.dircon.co.uk/mars2007-11-24-DLA..jpg

In December so far we have had quite a lot of clear
weather, but appalling seeing, with the exception of one
night, of which more anon.

(OREERRE Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 16:59:46 +0000
Subject: Mars 2007 December 03

Slightly better seeing than on the 1st. Solis Lacus area
visible. Brightness of the NPH in blue is striking.
http://www.darditti.dircon.co.uk/mars2007-12-03-DLA.jpg

OREERRE Date: Fri, 21 Dec 2007 23:56:51 +0000
Subject: Mars 2007 December 08 and 11

Some more images from very bad seeing in mid De-
cember. Hubble they are not. It's about keeping up the
watch in all conditions so far as possible. There are bet-
ter to come.
http://www.darditti.dircon.co.uk/mars2007-12-08-DLA.jpg
http://www.darditti.dircon.co.uk/mars2007-12-11-DLA.jpg

Earlier today, I sent out a mail entitled "Mars 2007
November 15" when it should have been titled "Mars
2007 November 24". Apologies, the label on the image
was correct. Some of the images disappeared from my
server earlier today, but I think I have restored them
now.

OEREREE Date: Sat, 22 Dec 2007 17:15:40 +0000
Subject: Mars 2007 December 12

Between the early morning of the 11th and the late eve-
ning, there was an absolute transformation in seeing. I
have already sent out the poor images I captured in the
morning. This set spans midnight of the 11th-12th, and I
expect will be my best of the apparrition, being very
close to the closest approach date of Mars. Captured at
301ps.

Reds:
http://www.darditti.dircon.co.uk/mars2007-12-12-rDLA.jpg
Greens:
http://www.darditti.dircon.co.uk/mars2007-12-12-gDLA .jpg
Blues:
http://www.darditti.dircon.co.uk/mars2007-12-12-bDLA.jpg
RGB:s:
http://www.darditti.dircon.co.uk/mars2007-12-12-rgbDLA.jpg

(OEEEREE Date: Sun, 23 Dec 2007 16:58:36 +0000
Subject: Mars 2007 December 13

Following the good seeing of 24 hours earlier, it was
back to the usual rubbish. Downsized to preserve decen-

cy.

http://www.darditti.dircon.co.uk/mars2007-12-13-DLA.jpg

OEERERE Date: Sun, 23 Dec 2007 20:22:27 +0000
Subject: Saturn 2007 December 12

http://www.darditti.dircon.co.uk/sat2007-12-12-DLA..jpg

The good seeing for Mars on this morning prompted me
to go for Saturn, though still at quite a low altitude. See-
ing was not as good as it had been earlier.

However, these images reveal some details, particularly
in the green channel, which is given in slightly and very
sharpened versions here. There seem to be several fea-
tures in the N hemisphere g 3 . -
G image, but, most con- (RS
vincingly, a small bright FEESEs
oval in the mid-NTB, ar- §
rowed, which is also visible §
in the RGB. There is possi- [
bly an irregularity in the N [ESs
edge of the NTB following [
this, and some dark features §&
in the N, but I am less con-
vinced of these.

OEREERE Date: Mon, 24 8
Dec 2007 02:39:55 +0000
Subject: And finally... ‘

An object from beyond g
the solar system. ;
Merry Christmas.

David ARDITTI (7" 9" 4y} -7-7" 1+F Edgware ME %)

® - Date: Sat, 22 Dec 2007 00:57:02 +0100
Subject: Mars, 15-16 december 2007

Hi all, Finally a week with generaly good conditions for
the greatest apparent diameter for this apparition.
http://www.astrosurf.com/pellier/M071215 16a-CPE
(visible images)
http://www.astrosurf.com/pellier/M071215_16b-CPE
(IR, violet)

Mars has now entered its northern spring. Best wishes

OREERRE Date: Sat, 22 Dec 2007 20:08:12 +0100
Subject: Re: Hubble vs C-14

Processing HST images found in the archives is very
easy. I have probably 90% of all HST Mars images ever

taken in my personal collection (there is a lot), and you
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have just to apply a very moderate and very thin wavelet
to end the job, or even, just let the image as it is, for
some. They come in fits format and it's just a cooled 16
bits CCD image. (By the way Damian did process some
HST images at least on Jupiter over the last years)

Attached is my processing of the HST data from 9 may
2003. Processing of details was just a weak wavelet pass
and then color assembling with IRIS. Best wishes

(OEEEREE Date: Sun, 23 Dec 2007 22:44:00 +0100
Subject: Mars 16 december 2007

Hi all, fair to poor seeing for the 16th, before better
nights.
http://www.astrosurf.com/pellier/M071216-CPE
In case I don't send the next sets before the 25th, merry
christmas to everyone! Best wishes

Christophe PELLIER (7 )2}7+A" )z nr Paris ¥%)

Subject: Mo01 04 07 09 Dec 07
Lo RELIEZDOTEXEY LET,
WENXI12A16 17 19 20H &fg-> TWET,

KE 2 Seeing® B WIER H Y T2, 13 & A EIRIE
RIEFERLTTR, KAFIZAEETTOLDOEMEL T
¥AHHEHESTWET,

FFMHE 1THE (Yukio MORITA 1 Hifi Hiroshima)

@ ------ Date: Mon, 24 Dec 2007 00:42:59 +0100
Subject: Mars, December 23th

Hi friends, This is my first contribution to your
interesting Mars website. This image was done on
December 23th 2007, at 21h 24m UT from Zaragoza
(SPAIN). The telescope was a Mewlon 180 with a Klee
2.8x barlow. Best regards.

Alberto BERDEJO(7 »A" Wb +~" V7' & Zaragoza 75)
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