ISSN 0917-7388

COMMUNICATIONS IN REXXE® H‘j( £ 78 1§j since 1986

MARS .389

25 June 2009

O IR YN QNI S Published by the OAA Mars Section

— Q2 (0 S0 [0l YL B R EVER Y T g {0 Y ——— OAA Mars Section
We shall deal with the one-month period from 16 May (A=267°Ls) to 15 June (A=286°Ls) during
which the parent diameter d was just from 4.6" to 4.8", the central latitude ¢ decreased from 23°S to 17°S,

and the phase angle 1 augmented from 26° to 30°. The apparent declination D moved from about 6°N to
14°N. The weather in Japan was unstable during the period and on 9 June the rainy season started at the
western part of main islands and on the following day, it expanded to Kantoh district (including
Yokohama) and Hokuriku district (including Fukui).
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The observations this time reached us are as follows. 5 Bl OB R E IR DO L 5> TH 5,

AKUTSU, Tomio FAHE BR (Ak) 7 -7 1V vt Cebuy, the Philippines

3 Colour + 2 B + 2 IR Images (21, 22 May; 8 June 2009)
36cm SCT @f/24 with DFK21AU04/DMK21AU04

BUDA, Stefan A5 A4—77> 7% (SBd) # 1+ /1> Melbourne, Australia
1 R Image (26 May 2009) 40cm Dall-Kirkham with a DMK21AF04
GERSTHEIMER, Ralf )V 7 7)Y 2h A< —(RGh) K+ *» Habichitswald, Deutchland

10 IR Images (18, 19, 27 May; 1, 2, 8, 13, 14 June 2009)
32cm speculum @f/43, 55, 57 with a DMK21AF(04

PELLIER, Christophe ZYAF7 XYL (CPl) 7 7 > * Seine-St-Denis, France
1 IR Image (1 June 2009) 25cm Cassegrain @f/50 with a SKYnyx 2-0M

Ralf GERSTHEIMER (RGh) from Germany newly joined and began sending excellent and timely
images. On 18 May (A=268°Ls) at ©=049°W and on 19 May (A=269°Ls) at w=036°W he proved the recovery
of the area of Margaritifer S. On 21 May (A=270°Ls) at w=231°W and on 22 May (A=271°Ls) at w=226°W,
Tomio AKUTSU (Ak) showed the dark band of M Cimmerium: In the former, Syrtis Mj is visible at the
morning limb. Stefan BUDA (SBd) shot the images on 26 May (A=273°Ls) at w=192°W where the band
from M Sirenum to M Cimmerium is seen. On the following 27 May (A=274°Ls), RGh came to the area of
Noachis at w=313°W: No thick dust cloud was there and M Serpentis was dark. On 1 June (A=277°Ls),
there was first obtained a multiple set of images by Christophe PELLIER (CPI) and RGh: CPl doubted at
w=234°W/235°W that Syrtis Mj might have been dusty (see LtE), but on RGh’s image at w=281°W Syrtis Mj

is clearly shown up. RGl’s observing site is near Kassel (middle of Germany) and so to the east of Paris
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by about half an hour, but RGh got the image after 3 hours and so this must have taken after sunrise. (It
was so possible for CPI to meet the angle.) On 2 June (A=277°Ls) RGh showed at w=232°W, 251°W and
255°W how Syrtis Mj appears from the limb. The angle w=232°W is a key on Ak’s 21 May image and CPI’s
on 1 June. On 8 June (A=281°Ls) RGh took an image at w=205°W, and Ak did another set at w=056°W.
There is a large gap of 13.5 hours, and the area of Noachis passed. Noachis must have been observable at
the west coast of the US continent. There is still a observation gap of about 9 hrs from Japan to Europe.

Finally RGh took the pictures around M Sirenum on 13 June (A=284°Ls) at w=145°W, and on 14 June
(A=285°Ls) at w=129°W.
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—  Forthcoming 2009/2010 Mars  (4)

Why Is It Not Easy to Observe the Planet Mars?
KEDOBIHNIXHE L

INCE the apparent diameter of Mars is still
Squite small, we shall be concerned for a while
with rather elementary and general items.

* ok X
When we say (though sounding a bit of cliché) it
is not easy to observe the planet Mars, it does not
necessarily imply that it is difficult to discriminate
the minute dark markings on the surface. We say so
rather ironically, and as we rather believe, every
planetary observer must be feeling that the obser-

vation of Mars is easy. Those who are accustomed

Masatsugu MINAMI B8 Bt R(Mn) -
to the Jovian or Saturnian observations must easily
believe that such planets can be observed totally by
once or twice, or one day or two day observations.
We should here like to regard such observers as
nationalists because they consider the planets can be
observed in a few days by oneself or within one
nation. Of course we know the Martian observers
may know that the whole surface of Mars cannot be
observed in a few days but it will take nearly one
month or so. Even then there still remains a ten-

dency to disregard the observations which are made




25 June 2009

Ser2-1107

abroad, or even if they take account of the observa-
tions made at other countries, they seem often to
regard that the instructions have been given by
their own nation or Section.

One of the reasons why the Mars observation is
not easy is because the rotation period of Mars is
rather synchronised to that of the Earth, and it is
very impossible to observe the whole surface in a
few days from one nation or station: Since the ro-
tation periods are akin each other, we are forced to
observed similar surfaces every day and it is diffi-
cult to watch the other surface within a few days.
Thus the observation of Mars needs an international
or global network to grasp the whole aspect. We
don’t believe this has been widely recognised.

Because of this fact, some phenomena cannot be
observed at some specific nations. For example the
opposition effect of Olympus Mons is observed
during the period when the phase angle is smaller
than about 8 degrees, and hence the duration must
be within 20 days. On the other hand to watch the
whole surface from one station it takes about 40
days, and so half of the terrestrial nations cannot
enjoy watching the opposition effect. Nix Olympica
was discovered by G SCHIAPARELLI in Italy on 10
November 1879: The opposition day in the year was
12 November 1879 around 20h GMT. Its nice 126
year recurrence occurred in 2005 when the opposi-
tion effect of Olympus Mons was seen well in Eu-
rope. So it is impossible to observe the opposition
effect in this cycle at the Oriental regions where we
must wait other cycles. Note here that the so-called
orographic cloud over Olympus Mons which ob-
servable from around A=000°Ls to around A=200°Ls
is nothing to do with the Nix Olympica.

As another case, such a difficulty occurs when a
dust storm emerges. Since this is very local, it is
only pinned down in a region of the Earth. The
1956 Noachis dust storm was an extraordinary case
seen from Japan, but it is well known the emer-
gence of the dust was bluntly treated in the book
“The photographic Story of Mars”(1962) by E C
SLIPHER.

The case of the Hesperia great dust storm caught
in Japan in 2001 was first doubted from other coun-
tries: From our side the dust proved itself to be the
one to be called global around from 1 July 2001 be-
cause it largely invaded the northern hemisphere
deforming the area of Elysium, whereas in the
Yahoo column it was said it must not be great and
so on. Even such a sensible person like Frank ]
MELILLO also suggested as if it was not global but
just planet-encircling on 12 July because of no effect
on the northern hemisphere from their region. It
was later on 7 August that David MOORE cau-
tioned anybody should pay attention to the CMO
Web Site such that: “it is from Japan with excellent
images and shows the start of the dust storm.”

In 2007, another Noachis dust emergence was
shot from the US. This implies that the initial stage
of development could not be observed from Asia
and Europe. So if any collection of personal work
on Mars in 2007 is made in Asia and Europe, it will
lack in communicating the right activity of the dust
event, especially its initial stage. Even if afterward
one could record the secondary dust disturbances
near Solis L and featured them, the personal collec-
tion may give a misunderstanding to the newcom-
ers. This kind of presentation is just a style of
“going-my-way” not to say “nationalistic”. In a
word any personal collection in the case of Mars
cannot be complete.

So everything about Mars should be globalistical
or international. But we should say it is not neces-
sarily international for one station to pick out sev-
eral images obtained around the world to say
something. The observations must be difficult or
erroneous for those who believe that any dust must
propagate just like a Hurricane or Typhoon. We
should remember that the plan of the IPP (Interna-
tional Planetary Patrol, from 1969 for several years)
was also not necessarily international to the extent
that it was intentionally led only by the Lowell Ob-
servatory. If one head collapses, other branches
similarly are abandoned. They were thus not organ-

ised by the internationally independent systems.
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The reason why the Lowell Observatory abandoned
the international patrol was perhaps because some
spacecrafts became to go round the planet. Howev-
er the HST or MGS or other instruments are not
necessarily said international. The HST works just
voluntarily and the MGS and something like that
are restricted to a specific Martian hour. Have you
ever seen Olympus Mons protruding at the morn-
ing edge on some image? It is ridiculous for any
amateur to stop observing just because the space-
crafts began to put forward a rotating image of
Mars every day.

Ironically thanks to these images of the space-
crafts we are nowadays free from the obsession to
squeeze out the details on the surface. Such a re-
straint is now unimportant. Instead what is impor-
tant now is to observe the evening and the morning
side as well as the polar regions. Namely there re-
main more difficult matters to observe. Especially
the continuous observations of the morning termi-
nator is pressing.

As such, the observation of the planet Mars is not
easy depending on the timing and on our con-

sciousness.
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Letters t o the Editor

® - Subject: Current Solar AR
Received: Fri 22 May 2009 05:33:09 JST

Hi guys, Here's a couple of shots of the current AR
and it's filament, one wide field and one a little closer.

(OERERE Subject: solar images 21st Ma
Received: Sun 24 May 2009 00:15:44 JST

Hi guys here are a few of the two Active Regions,
Along with a white light showing the associated faculae
near the off limb. Best Wishes

(OEERER Subject: Solar images 22nd Ma
Received: Sun 24 May 2009 00:36:43 JST

Hi guys, Still plenty of activity. We have a new small
AR now, as the old AR1017 goes over the top. A nice
prominence erupted too, a little bit of an unusual one as
the surface looks more deeply disrupted than normal. The
new AR can also be seen on the full disc shot at the 8
oclock position as a bright spot. The mono shot of it is

10x the magnification of the full disc image. Best wishes

OREEERE Subject: solar imaoges 23 Ma
Received: on 25 May 2009 08:06:57 JST

Hi guys here are a few images from the 23rd. Note the
two "proto" sunspots associated with the new AR (they
were gone this morning 24th). Best wishes

OEREEE Sul;l'ect: 24th MaoV Active 1 éions in two filters
Received: Tue 26 May 2009 09:27:43 JST

Hi Guys, Here are images of the current Active re-
gions , taken with two different scopes and filter systems.
-+ *The resulting image signatures are quite different. I
am guessing that the .5A is picking up fibrils higher in
the chromosphere, which is then actually obscuring some
of the lower detail where the Dynamic Fibrils are shown
bunched in the .65A images. Comment invited.

(OREERRE Subject: solar images 25th May 2009
Received: ed 27 May 2009 19:36:06 JST

Hi Guys, The Active Regions are still active, with the
Easternmost one building a little, but the filament on the
Western one is now "fading". Best wishes

OERERER Subject: Solar images 26th Ma
Received: Thu 28 May 200§ 08:28:18 JgT

Hi Guys, This is my last image of the entertaining Ac-
tive Region with it's large filament. The filament has lost
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its darkness although its position is still active. There is a
tiny bit left visible in the coronado .5A scope image at
1335ut., as a small dark smudge on the bottom edge of
the region. The later active region to the east building a
little T think. Best wishes

(ORERRR Subject: Prom alert
Received: Fri 29 May 2009 18:34:59 JST

Hi guys there is a very large tenuous prom at the 4oc
posn (terrestrial view). good luck

(ORRERE Subject: solar images 29th Mtgy
Received: Sat 30 May 2009 22:23:10 JST

Hi Guys, Here are a few images from the 29th. SOHO
shows a big event that day in UV, there was also a very
large but faint prominence at 0834 in Ha. Just to the
north of the large one there was an unusually bright
small prominence. "They" seem to have stopped allo-
cating numbers to the spotless Active Regions, so the
new one on the Eastern Limb I've called Abbe, A nice
Idea I got from reading Sir Patrick Moore's journals,
where he would allocate a new planetary feature with a
name like elongation "Eric". Abbe looked very Nice
today too, the 30th. Best wishes

(ORERRE Subject: Solar images 30 th Ma
Received: Sun 31 May 2009 09:14:48 JST

Hi Guys Here are some images of the Prominences on
view yesterday morning, and Active Region Abbe, which
is developing nicely. - - *

ORERER Subject: solar flare
Received: on 01 June 2009 16:40:35 JST

flare happening now 0740 ut in AR Abbe

(OREREER Subject: AR1019 Progress
Received: Tue 02 June 2009 03:07:43 JST

Hi Guys, AR1019 has made a rapid rise to WOW!!
Small spots appeared yesterday, along with bright Ha
activity. But today it really took off I had the pleasure of
watching a solar flare brighten in a few seconds, and
rapidly expand and change shape. I have some time lapse
images of the event to process. Anyway, here are some
images of it's status yesterday, and a couple from today.
The Ho image shows the region of the flare. Oh yes,
yesterday also produced a peculiar large fish skeleton
shaped prominence. Best wishes

(ORERRE Subject: images AR1019/proms Ist June
Received: ed 03 June 2009 04:38:06 JST

Hi Guys here are some more images from the 1st , in-
cluding the animation of a flare in AR1019. I was rush-
ing to set the capture of the time lapse as it hit it's
brightest. There were a couple of more brightenings in
the next 20 mins, ie the length of the animation. The
region is a different character today. Images to follow.
The file of the GIF is a little larger than normal, but I
think you all have Broadband. Best wishes

(ORRERE Subject: solar images 2nd June
Received: Thu 04 June 2009 07:09:25 JST

Hi guys, The fantastic weather we have been having
here in the UK, has very nicely coincided with the enter-
taining AR1019, We did have a fine morning today the
third, but the forecast is now not so good. The fine North
Eastern Prominence has been around for a few days , and
is shown here imaged twice, about 8 hours apart. The

large image 0857ut of the fabulous AR1019 is a 5 frame
montage. As they say "crackling with flare activity". I
have also included a single image taken later in the day
in lesser seeing. The actual associated sunspot group, is
shown as imaged off an Intes wedge with a green Baader
solar continuum filter and IR blocker. - - -

(OEEERE Subject: solar images 3 Jun
Received: ri 05 June 2009 05:29:56 JST

Hi Guys, This is basically an update on current activity.
AR 1019 is still performing nicely and the Prominence at
the 11 oc or PA approx 15° is maintaining station. It was
looking a little weak though this morning the 4th, but in
this image it looks ready for blast off. Best wishes

OREERE Subject: solar images 4th June
Received: Sat 06 June 2009 07:22:43 JST

Hi Guys, Here are some images of the solar action on
the 4th, « - - -

OREERE Subject:
Received:

Full sun 2-Jun-2009
un 07 June 2009 06:54:24 JST

Hi Guys, Rain so processing some longwinded data
from the 2nd. It's a 6 frame montage of the proms and
the full solar disc. The image is rather large about 1500
pixX sq, so you can zoom in for a closer look at AR1019

on that day. *
(OREEERE Subject: solar images 7-Jun- 2009
Received: Tue 09 June 2009 04:26:14 JST

Hi Guys, Here is my last image of AR1019 as it goes
over the limb. The activity is less but it has expanded.
There is a wide active area coming onto the disc with a
huge filament. It has been cloudy here for the past two
days so nothing seen of it since the image was taken.
Lets hope this activity is a wake up sign, and it does not
go back to sleep. I did a wedge image in a green contin-
uum filter to show an faculae off near the limb. I have
twinned it with the Ho for easy comparison. Best wishes

OEREREE Subject: solar images 11 June
Received: Sat 13 June 2009 17:04:24 JST

Hi Guys, Here are some images of the Ha solar activity
on show on the 11th. There is a vast active area in the
Northern hemisphere. - :+There was beautiful promi-
nence group on the South East limb shown here, imaged
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from the same set-ups as the active region. Best Wishes

(OREREER Subject: Solar images 13th June
Received: on 15 June 2009 17:38:44 JST

Hi Guys here are a few images of the activity from the
13th Showing a large active area with it's nice filaments,
moving to the edge of the solar disc. The large promi-
nence is shown changing throughout the day.

(OERERE Subject: Solar images 14 june
Received: Tue 16 June 2005 07:19:23 JST

Hi Guys The sun had a fairly quiet day on the 14th.
The active regions were not too active, but it was nice to
see a new one on the South East of the disc. Best wishes

(OEERER Subject: Solar images 14 june
Received: Tue 16 June 2005 07:1 §/:23 JST

Hi Guys The sun had a fairly quiet day on the 14th.
The active regions were not too active, but it was nice to
see a new one on the South East of the disc. Best wishes

(OREERE Subject: solar activity 15th June
Received: Tue 16 June 2009 19:41:11 JST

Hi Guys, The newer AR just spawned the fine filament
shown here in three different magnifications, from 39",
63" off the Coronado, and 108" focal lengths from the
vixen and Daystar / ss hybrid. The old AR approaching
the limb is still a handsome beast. Best wishes

(OEERER Subject: solar images 16th June
Received: Thu 18 June 2009 05:02:50 JST

Hi Guys, Sorry only two from the 16th, things were a
bit quiet. A decent Prom was in shot with the North
Western active region. It has been cloudy here today the
17th, so I have missed the nice filaments in the Southern
AR, shown on this website.

http://nsosp.nso.edu/VIDEOIMG/ospan/latest_hl.jpg

(OEERER Subject: solar images 19 june
Received: Sat 20 June 2005 07:1 9.l°34 JST

Hi Guys The surface looked a bit quiet today but there
was a nice prom on the NE limb, so I made a fuss of
that. The image with surface detail was taken with a
Coronado smax scope 60mm DS with 2 inch straight
blocking filter and 4x powermate, plus Lumenera 075m
CCD.- -

(OERERE Subject: Prominence Animation
Received: Sat 20 June 2009 23:28:03 JST

Hi Guys here's an animation of the active prominence
of the 19th. I think the title could be "beam me up Scotty
and stop messing about". The animation is over 20 min-
utes, losing 3 of the 20 frames taken in the time lapse,
due to cloud. The still shot is frame 3. Best wishes

(OERRRE Subject: Solar Filament 20th June
Received: Mon 22 June 2009 03:08:00 JST

Hi Guys, This filament was about the only photogenic
item on the sun today. It is shown here from my 60mm
.5A Coronado, * - - Best wishes

Dave TYLER (7 V" 4} +#47- Bkh %)

o - Subject: Re: 1956 ED L5 J 2"
Received: Sat 23 May 2009 11:24:48 JST

M OBEWRER, A—LVEEHES ZSWELE, O
KEDODRAroF, LAY T ANTWEENWES
ZABLANPRIZZED P2V LTBVET, ol
FUDICHBENIT I oo P LS EKE LT

BVIET, FEOIZO LHEBRAOND LBV E
L7z, BEHOIE»H AL, EVBIZTEBILE
T,
OEERRE Subject: Re: Z 7= — 2 BESR DI DEM
Received: Thu 04 June 2009 11:11:38 JST
M OBRER, A—AFRWELELEZ, WA
ALBEINVEZLICAEHE ZSWVWET, BEIT
FHICELNTE T ET, B TIEbE A
BoORVWHRbLEZ 2BV £T 2, YRFIT—AEEm
STOHLDTTOTIHI LTEHLTHEITTAY
WWIH L TR ET, LVHbATEBEEET,
Hl B (Sadao MURAYAMA H 5t Tokyo)

@ - Subject: Jupiter during daytime (successful test)
Received: on 25 May 2009 11:24:16 JST

Hi Guys, I was wondering, if it is possible, to get Jupi-
ter RGB’s during daytime with my 8" Newtonian, so I
tried it last weak from my balcony in Ludwigsburg and
was successfully...
http://www.sternwarte-zollern-alb.de/mitarbeiterseiten/kowollik/jupiter/index2009.htm
Sorry, had no time to translate the pages. I am prepearing
4 talks for a Amateur Congress next weak in Germany...
Cheers

Silvia KOWOLLIK
(YW 47+-397 4917 Ludwigsburg &)

® - Subject: Jupiter J090522 J090523 J090524
Received: Tue 26 May 2009 01:28:32 JST
HEABNL, KREBEG R THET,

(ORRERE Subject: Jupiter J090601 J090604
Received: ri 05 June 2009 18:25:18 JST

KITOARE®BG TS, B LEICEND D EFTG N
TL, BN A=Y 9, KEEABE [BAJ
TR NHLH DD, HD S NEN,

OERERER Subject: Jupiter J090608
Received: ed 10 June 2009 12:43:04 JST

IARICIBHENRELS, A X A RRLUVE G R
AL E L7, BAOKEENE NN, XX R R
T LoD LTWET, RIKFTEIZ/NEBER H
AHEH T, AKX 2N RTIZSEBnlc ] A 0 %
DRI 2 FT, ALBEBIC A Z > TH DLW HEBITZUV
TS, # 7 —TIEZA vt iz £4,

OEEERE Subject: Mars Ak2IMay Ak22May Ak08Jun09
Received: ed 10 June 2009 19:01:27 JST

TAFEAE, BARTEMBHAY OFEICRY E
Lz, ToO®%OKEEBTT,

http://www.hida.kyoto-u.ac.jp/~cmo/cmons/2009/090521/Ak2 1 May09.jpg
http://www.hida.kyoto-u.ac.jp/~cmo/cmons/2009/090522/Ak22May09.jpg

http://www.hida.kyoto-u.ac.jp/~cmo/cmons/2009/090608/Ak08June09.jpg
ORRERE Subject:  Jupiter J090612
Received: Sat 13 June 2009 18:48:59 JST

T ZIERBEGICAY, ERZLS Y, BERRA
ZERFA, AFIIFL LOBRENPOARENR 2T
WE L7, L2L, K eEsd., Abdbo .,
A A =T NEM o=, SEBIZZ LI R 549, NEB
WIEREZ2V 7 ERHD ., WAOHORE - 7=i5H)

DR 2 ET,
ORERERR Subject: Jupiter J090617
Received: Thu 18 June 2009 13:31:07 JST

fif LU, BB ELILE LT, NTZO JR&
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(OREREER Subject: Jupiter J090619
Received: Sat 20 June 2009 19:07:49 JST

JUPITER 19 JUNE 2009

GRSEI D D+ b E Lz, SEBOIEE)IX
Frn 7 lzxf L, NEBABIERIZ/R > TE F L7,
STIZO R A DEBEBEN /NS 70 £ LT, AE

Ba] A 3# B K (Tomio AKUTSU & 7 The Philippines)

@ - Subject: The brightness of Saturn's rings...
Received: Tue 26 May 2009 12:44:41 JST
All - I'm pretty sure many of you are aware of this. |

have attached a short animation of the rings' brightness.
First one was taken on March 18th, 2009 (shortly after
opposition) and the second one was taken on May 20th,
2009. This is due to the opposition effect. Also, see the
different intensity of the rings' shadow on the globe and
also with a slight tilting.

Frank MELILLO (777 #)yr Holtsville NY %)

@ - Subject: Ganymede Occulting Io -
Received: Tue 26 May 2009 18:32:36 JST

Hi all, This morning I was able to capture my first
Galilean Moon occultation, when Ganymede passed in
front of lo, covering about 40% of the volcanic moon.
The seeing was reasonably stable, maybe 6.5/10 and the
morning started off beautiful and clear. Some cloud
bands came through right at the wrong time, ruining
some of the sequences right in the middle of the occulta-
tion. Of course it cleared completely after the event was
all over. Despite the annoying clouds almost ruining my
chances of capturing anything of the occultation, I was
able to image enough of the event to put together this
32-frame animation, covering 33 minutes of elapsed time.
Detail and albedo features can be seen on both moons.
Ganymede Occulting Io Animation (250k gif) For more
info about my capture and processing settings for this
event, and why it’s even so special at all:
http://www.mikesalway.com.au/2009/05/26/ganymede-occulting-io-my-first-galilean-moon-occultation

Thanks for looking.
Mike SALWAY (v1/-/V7z NSW i)

® - Subject: Mars image 26052009

Received: Wed 27 May 2009 13:45:09 JST
Hi everyone, I had a go at Mars this morning but the
seeing was so bad that I did not even bother capturing
through the G and B filters. For the attached image I
used 100 frames out of a total of 2400. Best regards,
Stefan BUDA (x7-7" 7/+7" 4" Melbourne )

@ - Subject: Saturn 28th may 2009
Received: Sat 30 May 2009 06:36:53 JST

Hi all, The angle of sunlit on Saturn (Ds) is now only
1,1°S and therefore the rings are very dark; the difference
is striking with images taken a few weeks before
(althought there was also an opposition effect)
http://www.astrosurf.com/pellier/S090528-CPE
I just regret so much that we're not going to see the
equinox next summer.

OREEERE Subject: Mars images 1st june 2009
Received: on 01 June 2009 20:05:14 JST

Hi everyone, This was just an observation for fun after
a Jupiter session, but the results turned out a bit curious -
http://www.astrosurf.com/pellier/M090601-CPE

Syrtis Major looks obliterated by a bright zone on the
images... let's check MRO images next weeks to see if
anything is going on there. However, of course, the ob-
jective quality of these shots is very poor... Nonetheless,
this was my earliest Mars observation ever (128 Ls de-
grees before opposition). Best wishes

ORRERE Subject: Jupiter images Ist june 2009
Received: on 01 June 2009 23:17:06 JST

Hi all, Here my first Jupiter of the season. Already it's
several degrees higher than last year... Seeing stabilized a
bit during twilight.
http://www.astrosurf.com/pellier/J090601-CPE
Best wishes

Christophe PELLIER (7 )2}7-A" )z nr Paris ¥5)

@ - Subject: Impressive grom May 31st
Received: Sun 31 May 2009 22:16:51 JST

Hi all, The Sun's putting on quite a show today...

e
& Earth to scale

2009-05-31 10h11m UT Solarscope SF-70 Moderate seeing

Pete Lawrence - www.digitalsky.org.uk

OEREER Subject: Re: solar activity 15th June
Received: Tue 16 June 2009 19:45:54 JST

Great images as usual Dave. You're putting me to
shame as I'm not keeping up with processing or sending
mine out. Consequently, I'm going to re-invent my time-
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line and start from yesterday: Here is the filamentplus a
couple of images of one of the prominences which had
an overlap into a filament on the main disk.

Best regards,
Pete LAWRENCE (¢t -}-n-Vux Selsey %)

® - Subject: Saturn 2009.05.28 ./ wuvie wansic Encetadus, Rhea
Received: on 01 June 2009 00:56:31 JST

Dears, For my 20th observation of this apparition, i
finally imaged a transit despite average conditions. More-
over, i got 2 satellites transiting. And even better, i
caught Enceladus in transit, which i never saw clearly on
all of the images i've seen for this apparition!
http://astrosurf.com/delcroix/images/planches/se.php?y=2009&m=5&d=28
And another image with north up, and Dione and Tethys
brightness enhanced:
http://astrosurf.com/delcroix/images/saturne_20090528 2150 4270 ondx2 1 3 1-5 8 14 1 sat2,jpg

Winjupos confirms Enceladus position; i think i caught
it despite its small apparent diameter - 0.074 arcsec -
because 1 used a red+infrared filter, which increases the
contrast between Enceladus (with a very high albedo) and
Saturn. Furthermore Enceladus transited in front of dark
NEBn. Clear skies,

(ORERRE Subject: Jupiter & Io 2009.05.29
Received: Tue 02 June 2009 00:43:13 JST

Dears, Here is my first Jupiter for this opposition taken
3 days ago, under very average conditions:
http://astrosurf.com/delcroix/images/planches/je.php?y=2009&m=5&d=29

Hopefully i will get better images when from here
(France) 1 will be able to image Jupiter at its maximum
elevation at ... 33° high ... Clear skies,

""" Sub ect Saturn, 5 satellites and dark s,
Recelved ri 05 June 2009 06:29:43

Dears, Taken at twilight, but high pass red filter works
well in that case, a composite image (satellites brightness
enhanced) with from left to right Dione, Enceladus, Sat-
urn and a dark spot at SEBn, and from top to bottom
Rhea, Tethys and Iapetus (for once close to the planet):

0t 2009.06.02

http://astrosurf.com/delcroix/images/saturne_20090602 sat 2600 4350 ondx2 1 3 1-5 9 14 1 lev satjpg
The single images and technical details are all below -
the dark spot was detected in an animation, and its longi-
tude fits with the drift rate i calculated for the dark spot
which has been visible for months. Note that its size is
rather large, around 8000x3000km.
http://astrosurf.com/delcroix/images/planches/sf.php?y=2009&m=6&d=2

(OREREER Subject: Saturn, storm and satellites 2009.06.03
Received: Sat 06 June 2009 06:19:55 JST

Dears, Under acceptable conditions, i imaged Saturn
with the storm in storm alley which has been seen for
months :
http://astrosurf.com/delcroix/images/planches/se.php?y=2009&m=6&d=3
Another image with Enceladus and Dione enhanced:
http://astrosurf.com/delcroix/images/saturne 20090603 _sat 2650 4434 ondx2 1 3 1-5 9 14 1 lev.jpg

Last a composite image with the saturn image and at
prime focus other satellites, from left to right Tethys,
Saturn, Dione, Rhea, Iapetus and Titan:
http://astrosurf.com/delcroix/images/saturne_20090603_sat_400_502_ond_3_6_3.jpg

(ORRERE Subject: Jupiter and Io transit 2009.06.04
Received: Sat 06 June 2009 07:09:50 JST

Dears, Jupiter was imaged under good conditions de-
spite a slow-moving turbulence and low elevation (25°),
with GRS and Io transiting: Note here the infrared image,
with fine details and the bright o disk just at meridian:
http://astrosurf.com/delcroix/images/planches/jf.php?y=2009 & m=6&d=4

Imaged earlier at prime focus, Europa, Callisto, shadow
of Io leaving Jupiter's disk:
http //astrosurf.com/delcroix/images/jupiter_ 20090604 sat 800_1000_ond 3 8 2 lev.jpg

----- Subject: Saturn, 3 spots and 4 satellites 2009.06.11

Recelved Il!l 15 June 2009 20:38:27 JST

Dears, Despite Saturn being past quadrature, i was able
under favorable seeing to image from left to right on the
following composite image Saturn with spots, Tethys,
Enceladus, Rhea and Dione ;
http://astrosurf.com/delcroix/images/saturne_20090611 sat 2650 4446 ondx2 1 3 1-5 10 15 1 lev.jpg

Storm in storm alley is obvious, brighter i believe than
these last months. I also imaged the dark extension north
of SEBn, and the EZn spot, all three beeing where my
drift rates calculation expected them to be:
http://astrosurf.com/delcroix/images/planches/se.php?y=2009&m=6&d=11

OERREE Subject: Saturn and satellites 2009.06.12
Received: Tue 16 June 2009 06:02:39 JST

Dears, Again Saturn at dusk with a steady sky, with
from left to right on this composite image Tethys, Dione
which went out of eclipse during my observations, Saturn
and Rhea:
http://astrosurf.com/delcroix/images/saturne_20090612_sat_2700 4460 ondx2 1 3 1-5 10_15_1 lev.jpg

All technical details are here, no spots where detected:
http://astrosurf.com/delcroix/images/planches/se.php?y=2009&m=6&d=12
Clear skies,

Marc DELCROIX(<V/-7 /87 Tournefeuillei )

® - Subject: Re: 2009 05 31 Sun
Received: on 01 June 2009 05:13:43 JST
2009 May 31, 1610UT - 1725UT Solar h-alpha, PCW Memo-

rial Observatory, Zanesville, Ohio USA. DS 60mm Maxscope,
LXD75, 21-7mm Zhumell. Sketch created scopeside with black
Strathmore Artagain paper, white Conté crayon and pencil,
white Prang watercolor pencil, black oil pencil. Temp: 23°C-
24.8°C , Humidity 48%,. Seeing: Wilson 3, Transparency: 2/6.
Clear with haze, winds N ~8mph. Alt: 59.9, Az: 118.2

Initial impression was a bit of disappointment because

the huge prominence that others are reporting wasn’t
apparent to me at the eyepiece. Later today, that large
prominence was reported to have dissipated by 1600UT,
so I believe I had just caught the tail end of it. It was to
the northwest and at 1615UT, all that I could see in that
area with our poor transparency was a faint wisp of a
prominence. There were three areas of plage; one nearly
midway across the disk and a second one to the east,
both in the northern hemisphere; and another small area
~ 150° just inside the southern limb. This southern one
makes me wonder if it could be an ephemeral region.
Three fairly obvious filaments could be seen, the largest
nearly reaching the small prominence at ~190°. The cen-
ter of the disk was full of the dark hairlike fractures of
fibrils or spicules, making a beautiful scene when mo-
ments of better sky conditions would allow for it.

Erika RIX (z)#-)y/2 Zanesville OH 3£)
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® - Subject: Saturn 2009/05/25
Received: on 01 June 2009 08:56:36 JST

Saturn image from May 25, Tethys can be seen on the
left and Dione over the planet’s disk
http://astrosurf.com/pcasquinha/sat_090525.jpg

Regards
Paulo CASQUINHA (»" yu-#2%=+ Portugal #j)

parition. This is the first of the three conjunctions that
will occur between Jupiter and Neptune this year - a rare
"triple conjunction" where the nearer planet makes three
passes of the more remote one in one apparition. The
other two conjunctions will occur on July 13 and De-
cember 20. Closest approach was actually on May 25. 1
imaged the scene on May 28 and 29, but the latter had

better conditions and a more pleasing arrangement of

""" Subject: Jupiter and Neptune Conjunction 2009 May 29
Recetved Mon 01 June 2009 13:05:47 JST moons

This marked the start to my imaging of Jupiter this ap- Oreees Subject: Jupiter 2009 May 29
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Received: Thu 04 June 2009 06:11:14 JST

Taken the same morning as the C-5 picture of the Nep-
tune conjunction, this is the C-14 image of the planet
itself. An unspectacular result even for the altitude, hope-
fully there will be better to come. The phase is quite
apparent.

http://www.davidarditti.co.uk/astro/images/jupiter/09/jup2009-05-29-DLA.jpg
David ARDITTI (7" 9" 1y} - 77" 47 Edgware ME 5%)

® - Subject: Mars 2.6.2009
Received: ed 03 June 2009 19:19:49 JST

Dear Masatsugu, on 18. May 2009, i made my first
image of the opposition preriod 2009/2010. In the
attachement, i send you 3 images from 2. June. Further
exporsures from 18.5, 19.5., 27.5. and 1.6. will follow
soon. With best wishes

Camera: DMK 21AF04

Filters: Baader IR-Pass-Filter >685nm

Telescope: 12,5" Newton with Televue Powermate 5x
+ 2 (or 4) 40mm extension-tubes

http://www.hida.kyoto-u.ac.jp/~cmo/cmons/2009/090602/RGh02June09.jpg

(OEEREE Subject: Re: Re: Mars 2.6.2009
Received: Thu 04 June 2009 03:00:05 JST

Dear Masatsugu, thank you for your response. Yes,
mars has now grown again to a size, where seeing-effects
does not make him "invisible". First, i suspected the dust
the dust after the global dust alert in april, but all my
images show a clearly surface of mars. So i hope, this
situation will be remaining for the next months. - - -
With best wishes,
http://www.hida.kyoto-u.ac.jp/~cmo/cmons/2009/090518/RGh18May09.jpg
http://www.hida.kyoto-u.ac.jp/~cmo/cmons/2009/090519/RGh19May09.jpg

http://www.hida.kyoto-u.ac.jp/~cmo/cmons/2009/090527/RGh27May09.jpg
http://www.hida.kyoto-u.ac.jp/~cmo/cmons/2009/090601/RGh01June09.jpg

(ORERER Subject: Mars 8.6.09
Received: on 08 June 2009 19:15:53 JST

Dear Masatsugu, after some days of rain i can send you
new image. Many clouds and a sharp wind (6-10 m/s)
made it difficult to get a satisfying result. So, no polar
cap was visible an the resolution of the image is poor.

With best wishes.
http://www.hida.kyoto-u.ac.jp/~cmo/cmons/2009/090608/RGh08June09.jpg

(ORERER Subject: Mars 13./14. June
Received: Sun 14 June 2009 21:24:43 JST

Dear Masatsugu, two images from 13. and 14. June
showing Tharsis. On 13. June, sky was very clear, but
the contrast on mars was low. Today, 14. June, condi-
tions were less good, thin clouds made bad seeing and
some ugly artefacts (the german amateurs call it 'onion
rings') on the mars disc. With best wishes
http://www.hida.kyoto-u.ac.jp/~cmo/cmons/2009/090613/RGh13June09.jpg
http://www.hida.kyoto-u.ac.jp/~cmo/cmons/2009/090614/RGh14June09.jpg

(OERERE Subject: Mars 20.6.2009
Received: Sat 20 June 2009 17:21:38 JST

Best Wishes
http://www .hida.kyoto-u.ac.jp/~cmo/cmons/2009/090620/RGh20June09.jpg
Ralf GERSTHEIMER (7 7% vvabrfv-
Habichtswald 12 )

@ - Subject: Update on IWCMO scientIi[ic program
Received: on 08 June 2009 22:29:09 JS

Dear all, You will find on the following link:
http://lwwwusr2.obspm.fr/~biver/IWCMO/IWCMO_abstract.pdf
the list of proposed talks (+ posters, abstract) that I re-
ceived up to now. Suggestions have been given in our
previous e-mail exchanges about speakers (several among
us) for the various topics, but I have not received precise
titles and abstracts for their talks. I may have overlooked
some mails within the permanently increasing stream -
especially due to this year "IYA 2009" activities. We can
invite a few famous speakers and/or participants with
limited income... (e.g. waving registration fees,...) to fill
out the program.

Next week, I hope to send the second annoucement
with the registration form and e-mail it to all of those
who have shown interest in this meeting - it will be also
the time to call again for contributions - expect the regis-
tration fee to be around 70 Euros, including 3 meals,
coffee breaks, bus transportation to visit Juvisy,...

Even if you cannot attend the meeting, do not hesitate
to go on advertising it and suggest speakers - especially
for the topics we suggested you to take care of a few
months ago. Once I will have collected all abstract for
proposed contributions, we can decide if some are to be
given as short/long talks, posters,... Regards,

OREERE Subject: IWCMO second announcement:
Received: ed 17 June 2009 22:13:21 JST

Dear all, I first apologize to those who may receive this
message twice, or already told me they would not come,
but do not hesitate to advertise this event around you!

We have issued a second annoucement with registration
form and more practical information about this meeting
that will take place in Paris and Meudon from the 17th to
the 20th of September 2009. See:

http://lwwwusr2.obspm.fr/~biver/IWCMO/

We already have famous speakers in the scientific pro-
gram, but you are welcome to give a presentation - oral
or poster - and send us an abstract of it, about one of the
topic listed on the web page:
http://wwwusr2.obspm.fr/~biver/IWCMO/

All useful information should be there and do not hesitate
to contact us for more. I hope I answer also to the que-
ries of a few of you who contacted me earlier but for
who I did not find to reply yet.

Sincerely, in hope to see many of view next fall, on be-
half of the Local Organising Committee (IWCMO-LOC),

Nicolas BIVER (=27t 7" z= Meudon %)

@ - Subject: Re:Update on IWCMO scientific program
Received: Mon 08 June 2009 23:27:49 JST

Dear Nicolas, Here is an abstract for my presentation,
which may be presented as a panel with Jean Cave and
Randall Rosenfeld (it is yet to be determined).

William Sheehan (and possibly others):

"The Art of Observing Mars: more to it than
meets the eye."

In 1877, two maps of Mars appeared: one, from the
English portrait and landscape artist Nathaniel Green, the
other from the eminent professional astronomer Giovanni
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Schiaparelli. These maps were difficult to reconcile; the
one was depicted as a dreamy and evocative landscape,
the other as a cartographic representation in which points
were measured and positioned with micrometric accuracy.

They reflected very different traditions, and at least
temporarily, Schiaparelli's map--which featured the ca-
nals--became dominant. As Schiaparelli's influence grew,
maps of Mars became digests of detail recorded by many
different observers in increasingly intense competition to
add more and more canals to the map, with the greatest
skill being attributed to those who were most successful
in this pursuit (Schiaparelli, Lowell, Brenner). Especially
after Percival Lowell emerged on the scene in the
1890s--and despite the very different but not well-
publicized results of the great E. E. Barnard, whose mag-
nificent and nearly canal-less drawings of Mars were
never published and only rediscovered (by the present
author) in the plate vault of Lick Observatory in the
1980s--the most iconic maps of Mars of the 1890s fea-
tured little more than abstract patterns of dots and lines
bearing increasingly faint resemblance to the planet's
appearance in any one view at the telescope.

A decisive change occurred with the introduction of
photography in 1905 and especially in 1907 (the Percival
Lowell sponsored expedition to photograph Mars at
Alianza, Chile). Now the appearance of Mars in photo-
graphs began to mould perceptions of the planet in pref-
erence to diagram-like sketches of the planet and increas-
ingly tessellated canal-laden maps. This development was
followed with the emergence of Flammarion's onetime
assistant and "reformed" canalist E. M. Antoniadi, the
first artist of consummate skill to tackle the observation
of Mars since Green. Antoniadi brought to the eyepiece
of the Grand Lunette in September 1909 his long experi-

ence in using stippling technique (cultivated during his
herculean labors on the architecture of Hagia St. Sophia
in the years between his departure from Flammarion's
Juvisy and the beginning of his work at Meudon) to re-
cord the vagaries of planetary surface features. He also
boasted a unique memory for spatial forms (exemplified,
for instance, by his success as a chess master). Beginning
on September 20 of 1909--the occasion which is being
celebrated today as the most decisive turning point in the
study of Mars until the spacecraft era--he redirected Mar-
tian science by his virtuosity in capturing definitively the
Martian landscapes as they actually appeared in the eye-
piece, and took what was revealed in the opportune peri-
ods of superlative seeing as indicating the ultimate reality
of the (naturalistic) Martian surface.

Without asserting direct influence, we will show that
Antoniadi's methods bear some resemblance to those
being developed by the Impressionists such as Monet
and Pisarro, whose hasty-looking landscapes are said to
have "owed something to the brief vistas glimpsed as
they loomed and then dissolved in the window of a train
carriage," and represent a significant departure from the
application of schematic cartographic techniques that had
led to the misattribution of artificiality to the natural-
appearing surface features of Mars. As the Impressionists
changed the way of "seeing" in art, Antoniadi changed
the way of "seeing" in the study of Mars. His publication
of his studies of Mars with the Grand Lunette marked the
beginning of the downfall of the canal paradigm.: - - -
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